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PREFACE

The last couple months | have been working on making available a dictionary of early Christian beliefs online. The
work is now mostly finished, though we are still working on grammatical errors, etc., so please bear with us. Those
familiar with “A Dictionary of Early Christian Beliefs” by David Bercot will find some aspects of this work similar.
Throughout the years | have heavily relied on Bercot’s dictionary. Over the last few years one of my close brothers
and companions in Huancayo Peru, Anthony Hurtado, took a great interest in Bercot’s Dictionary of Early Christian
Beliefs, and with his limited English he labored in study to try to understand some of it’s truths. Soon he was asking
me about the possibility of reproducing such a work in the Spanish language and we began to consider doing a
condensed version of “The Dictionary of Early Christian Beliefs” in Spanish with only the most relevant topics. Soon
Anthony and | were getting together all the Early Christian writings we could find available in Spanish. Because the
10-volume set of Ante Nicene Fathers is not available in Spanish, we had to search high and low. After sifting though
numerous bookstores in Lima full of contemporary Christian literature, we only came up with a couple of copies of
selected writings, which just goes to show the scarce availability of such valuable materials in the Spanish language.
We were also able to find some of the earliest writings on the internet, and some of the brothers in Mexico were able
to find some writings as well and send them to us. Once we had all the writings we could get our hands on the work
progressed quickly. Anthony and | were excited by what we found. Approaching the project from the perspective of
evangelists who often face the opposition of society and the world around us helped us to bring to light aspects of the
early Christian faith that may have been overlooked in Bercot’s work. Anthony’s enthusiasm and help made the
project quite exciting and soon we had our work available online free to all the Spanish speaking community. More
recently we have also made it available in Portuguese as well. Part of the reason | felt the necessity to take on the task
again in my own language was to produce an original work of our own, free of copyrights, that could be made
available online free of charge to those seeking truth. Another reason was due to the wealth of new light we found in
the early Christian writings not presented in Bercot’s work. Some of the topics, while not at variance with but
differing greatly from Bercot’s work, to be found in our work worth mentioning will be: the Cross, Evangelism, Faith,
Fear of God, Grace, Happiness of Man, Heresies, Holy Spirit, Early Christian View of Jesus, Judging Others, Love of
God, Obedience, and most importantly, the whole section on Salvation.



INTRODUCTION

Do we understand the words and terms the New Testament writers used? 1’m sure every bible-believing Christian
would say yes. However what if the definitions you ascribe to the words and terms you read in the New Testament are
different from what the Lord and his apostles had in mind? The result would be that every time you picked up your
bible and read it you would be reading an entirely different message than the apostles had in mind; you would be
reading another gospel. Let’s take the seemingly simple word “grace” for example. What if your definition of grace is
different than that of the apostle Paul’s? When you read his epistles you would come to an entirely different
understanding of salvation than what the apostle Paul was communicating. It wouldn’t matter how much you read and
reread Paul’s epistles, Paul would no longer be saying the same thing to you as he said to the early churches.
Likewise, you would not hear Jesus preaching the same message he preached as he walked amongst us 2000 years
ago. You could even memorize the whole New Testament, fasting and praying, but you would still be reading another
gospel.

One advantage that the early Christians of the first century had over us was that any question regarding the meaning
of the apostle’s teachings could be answered personally with a one-on-one discussion with the apostles themselves. In
fact, through the apostle John’s revelation Jesus directly gave correction to various churches. It’s important to note
that in addressing the church of Smyrna our Lord found no flaw needing corrected during the time that Polycarp
(disciple and personal companion of the apostle John) happened to be the bishop appointed over that church. The only
exhortation Christ gave was, “Be thou faithful unto death”. Polycarp was burned at the stake after refusing to deny his
Lord at the age of 87 years old, and his writings are still with us today. Can’t we listen to men such as this that both
the scriptures themselves and history have proven as faithful? Neither Polycarp nor any other early Christian writers
claimed their writings to be inspired scripture, however such writings shine valuable light on how the gospel is to be
understood and practiced.

The purpose of any dictionary is to define words and terms. By making use of close to 2,000 quotes from more than
30 different early church writers over a time span of three centuries dating before the time of Constantine, The Early
Christian Dictionary lets the early Christians redefine some of the more important Bible concepts. After some
investigation, you will probably find their understanding of scripture to be radically different than your own. You may
find answers to many questions you’ve always had. The scriptures may come alive to you as you learn to walk in new
light. Or you may decide not to put any reliance on their definitions at all. Even so you must remember that every time
you pick up your bible you still rely on the Early Christian writers. That’s because they decided what books to include
or not include in the New Testament canon that you use. And after all, if you find you have a serious conflict with the
writings of men like Polycarp, you still have to grapple with the fact the these men were favored by both the Lord and
the Apostles, and proven faithful even unto death. These are not new truths challenging your old ideas, these are old
truths challenging your new ideas.

Bréan Gray
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ABEL

And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in
process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. And Abel, he
also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his
offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.
And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule
over him. And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother, and slew him. Genesis 4:2-8

For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. Not as Cain, who was of
that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his
brother's righteous. 1 John 3:11-12

By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaks. Hebrews 11:4

For thus it is written: “And it came to pass after certain days, that Cain brought of the fruits of the earth a sacrifice
unto God; and Abel also brought of the firstlings of his sheep, and of the fat thereof. And God had respect to Abel and
to his offerings, but Cain and his sacrifices He did not regard. And Cain was deeply grieved, and his countenance fell.
And God said to Cain, Why are you grieved, and why is your countenance fallen? If you offer rightly, but dost not
divide rightly, has you not sinned? Be at peace: your offering returns to yourself, and you shall again possess it. And
Cain said to Abel his brother, Let us go into the field. And it came to pass, while they were in the field, that Cain rose
up against Abel his brother, and slew him.” You see, brethren, how envy and jealousy led to the murder of a brother.
Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch. 4

[These act] as Cain [did, who], when he was counseled by God to keep quiet, because he had not made an equitable
division of that share to which his brother was entitled, but with envy and malice thought that he could domineer over
him, not only did not acquiesce, but even added sin to sin, indicating his state of mind by his action. For what he had
planned, that did he also put in practice: he tyrannized over and slew him; God subjecting the just to the unjust, that
the former might be proved as the just one by the things which he suffered, and the latter detected as the unjust by
those which he perpetrated. And he was not softened even by this, nor did he stop short with that evil deed; but being
asked where his brother was, he said, "I know not; am | my brother's keeper?" extending and aggravating [his]
wickedness by his answer. For if it is wicked to slay a brother, much worse is it thus insolently and irreverently to
reply to the omniscient God as if he could battle Him. And for this he did himself bear a curse about with him,
because he gratuitously brought an offering of sin, having had no reverence for God, nor being put to confusion by the
act of fratricide. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol. 1 pg. 456-457

For at the beginning God had respect to the gifts of Abel, because he offered with single-mindedness and
righteousness; but He had no respect unto the offering of Cain, because his heart was divided with envy and malice,
which he cherished against his brother, as God says when reproving his hidden [thoughts], "Though you offer rightly,
yet, if you dost not divide rightly, have you not sinned? Be at rest;" since God is not appeased by sacrifice. Irenaeus
(A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol. 1 pg. 485

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for you are like white sepulchers. For the sepulcher appears
beautiful outside, but within it is full of dead men's bones, and all uncleanness; even so you also outwardly appear
righteous unto men, but within you are full of wickedness and hypocrisy." For while they were thought to offer
correctly so far as outward appearance went, they had in themselves jealousy like to Cain; therefore they slew the Just
One, slighting the counsel of the Word, as did also Cain. For [God] said to him, "Be at rest;" but he did not assent.
Now what else is it to "be at rest" than to forego purposed violence? Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol. 1
pg. 485
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Thus, also, when He gave the law of prayer, He added, saying, “And when you stand praying, forgive, if you have
ought against any; that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” And He calls back from
the altar one who comes to the sacrifice in strife, and bids him first agree with his brother, and then return with peace
and offer his gift to God: for God had not respect unto Cain’s offerings; for he could not have God at peace with him,
who through envious discord had not peace with his brother. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol. 5 pg. 425

ABORTION

If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be
surely punished, according as the woman's husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. And
if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life. Exodus 21:22-23

And the second commandment of the Teaching; you shall not murder a child by abortion nor kill that which is born.
Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch. 2

They marry like all other men and they beget children; but they do not cast away their offspring. Letter to Diognetus
(A.D. 125-200) ch. 5

But as for us, we have been taught that to expose newly-born children is the part of wicked men; and this we have
been taught lest we should do any one an injury, and lest we should sin against God, first, because we see that almost
all so exposed (not only the girls, but also the males) are brought up to prostitution. Justin Martyr (A.D.160) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol. 1 pg. 172

And again [we fear to expose children], lest some of them be not picked up, but die, and we become murderers. But
whether we marry, it is only that we may bring up children; or whether we decline marriage, we live continently.
Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol. 1 pg. 172

And when we say that those women who use drugs to bring on abortion commit murder, and will have to give an
account to God for the abortion, on what principle should we commit murder? For it does not belong to the same
person to regard the very fetus in the womb as a created being, and therefore an object of God's care, and when it has
passed into life, to kill it; and not to expose an infant, because those who expose them are chargeable with child-
murder, and on the other hand, when it has been reared to destroy it. Athenagoras (A.D. 137) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.2 pg.147

And though maintaining parrots and curlews, they do not receive the orphan child; but they expose children that are
born at home, and take up the young of birds, and prefer irrational to rational creatures. Clement of Alexandria (A.D.
195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.279

How many even of your rulers, notable for their justice to you and for their severe measures against us, may | charge
in their own consciences with the sin of putting their offspring to death? As to any difference in the kind of murder, it
is certainly the more cruel way to kill by drowning, or by exposure to cold and hunger and dogs...our case, murder
being once for all forbidden, we may not destroy even the fetus in the womb, while as yet the human being derives
blood from other parts of the body for its sustenance. To hinder a birth is merely a speedier man-Kkilling; nor does it
matter whether you take away a life that is born, or destroy one that is coming to the birth. That is a man which is
going to be one. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.25

But then you make away with them in a more cruel manner, because you expose them to the cold and hunger, and to
wild beasts, or else you get rid of them by the slower death of drowning. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.3 pg. 123-124
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ACADEMICS

Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself,
and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. 1
Timothy 4:15-16

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. 2 Timothy 2:15

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the
seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. Psalm 1:1-3

Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of
the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law does he meditate day and night. And he shall be
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he dos shall prosper. Psalm 1:1-3

And that it did so come to pass, we can convince you. For from Jerusalem there went out into the world, men, twelve
in number, and these illiterate, of no ability in speaking: but by the power of God they proclaimed to every race of
men that they were sent by Christ to teach to all the word of God. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg.175

For [God] sets before every race of mankind that which is always and universally just, as well as all righteousness;
and every race knows that adultery, and fornication, and homicide, and such like, are sinful; and though they all
commit such practices, yet they do not escape from the knowledge that they act unrighteous whenever they so do,
with the exception of those who are possessed with an unclean spirit, and who have been debased by education, by
wicked customs, and by sinful institutions, and who have lost, or rather quenched and put under, their natural ideas.
Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.246

For neither by nature nor by human conception is it possible for men to know things so great and divine, but by the
gift which then descended from above upon the holy men, who had no need of rhetorical art, nor of uttering anything
in a contentious or quarrelsome manner, but to present themselves pure to the energy of the Divine Spirit, in order that
the divine plectrum itself, descending from heaven, and using righteous men as an instrument like a harp or lyre,
might reveal to us the knowledge of things divine and heavenly. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg. 276

Not that | am practiced either in composition or eloguence; but my feeling of affection prompts me to make known to
you and all your companions those doctrines which have been kept in concealment until now, but which are at last,
through the goodness of God, brought to light. "For there is nothing hidden which shall not be revealed, nor secret that
shall not be made known." You will not expect from me, who am resident among the Keltae, and am accustomed for
the most part to use a barbarous dialect, any display of rhetoric, which I have never learned, or any excellence of
composition, which | have never practiced, or any beauty and persuasiveness of style, to which I make no pretensions.
Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.316

The Instructor (Jesus) being practical, not theoretical, His aim is thus to improve the soul, not to teach, and to train it
up to a virtuous, not to an intellectual life...But our Educator (Jesus) being practical, first exhorts to the attainment of
right dispositions and character, and then persuades us to the energetic practice of our duties, commanding on us pure
commandments, and exhibiting to such as come after representations of those who formerly wandered in error.
Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.209

What indeed has Athens to do with Jerusalem? What concord is there between the Academy and the Church? What
between heretics and Christians? Our instruction comes from "the porch of Solomon,” who had himself taught that
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"the Lord should be sought in simplicity of heart." Away with all attempts to produce a mottled Christianity of Stoic,
Platonic, and dialectic composition! Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 246

SEE ALSO: PHILOSOPHY
ADAM

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
And the LORD God said, it is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him an help meet for him. And out of
the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to
see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. Genesis
2:16-19

And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 1
Corinthians 15:45

For [Adam] showed his repentance by his conduct, through means of the girdle [which he used], covering himself
with fig-leaves, while there were many other leaves, which would have irritated his body in a less degree. He,
however, adopted a dress conformable to his disobedience, being awed by the fear of God; and resisting the erring, the
lustful propensity of his flesh. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.457

Now Adam had been conquered, all life having been taken away from him: wherefore, when the foe was conquered in
his turn, Adam received new life; and the last enemy, death, is destroyed, which at the first had taken possession of
man. Therefore, when man has been liberated, "what is written shall come to pass, Death is swallowed up in victory.
O death where is thy victory? O death where is thy sting?" This could not be said with justice, if that man, over whom
death did first obtain dominion, were not set free. For his salvation is death's destruction. When therefore the Lord
quickens man, that is, Adam, death is at the same time destroyed. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg.457

But he did not know God's power. Thus also do those who disallow Adam's salvation gain nothing, except this, that
they render themselves heretics and apostates from the truth, and show themselves patrons of the serpent and of death.
Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 458

In the beginning, therefore, did God form Adam, not as if He stood in need of man, but that He might have [some
one] upon whom to confer His benefits. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 478

"But that is not first which is spiritual,” says the apostle, speaking this as if with reference to us human beings; "but
that is first which is animal, afterwards that which is spiritual," in accordance with reason. For there had been a
necessity that, in the first place, a human being should be fashioned, and that what was fashioned should receive the
soul; afterwards that it should thus receive the communion of the Spirit. Wherefore also "the first Adam was made" by
the Lord "a living soul, the second Adam a quickening spirit." As, then, he who was made a living soul forfeited life
when he turned aside to what was evil, so, on the other hand, the same individual, when he reverts to what is good,
and receives the quickening Spirit, shall find life. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.538

Adam readily chose what was wrong, following his wife. So he neglected what is true and good. On which account he
exchanged his immortal life for a mortal life — but not forever. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.2 pg.369

Adam was perfect as far as his formation. ... So the cause [of his sin] lay in his choosing — his choosing what was
forbidden. God was not the cause. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.437

The question propounded to us by the heretics is: Was Adam created perfect or imperfect? If imperfect, how could the
work of a perfect God ... be imperfect? And if Adam was created perfect, how did he transgress the commandment?
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They shall hear from us in reply that he was not perfect [or complete] at his creation. Rather, he was adapted to the
reception of virtue. ... For God created man for immortality and made him an image of His own nature. Clement of
Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.502

God did not actually curse Adam and Eve, because they were candidates for restoration. That is because they had been
relieved by confession. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 317

Since Adam was a figure of Christ, Adam’s sleep foreshadowed the death of Christ (who was to sleep a mortal
slumber). Similarly, the church, the true mother of the living, was pictured by the wound inflicted on His side.
Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.222

God, having made man, ... placed him in Paradise — that is, in a most fruitful and pleasant garden. He planted the
garden in the regions of the east with every kind of wood and tree. This was so that man could be nourished by their
various fruits. Being free from all labors, man could devote himself entirely to the service of God his Father. Then He
gave to man fixed commands, by the observance of which he might continue immortal. Or, if he transgressed them, he
would be punished with death. Lactantius (A.D. 304-313) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.7 pg. 62

SEE ALSO: FALL OF MAN, FREE WILL
ADORNMENT, OUTWARD

Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 1 Peter 3:3-4

In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with
broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; but (which becomes women professing godliness) with good works. 1
Timothy 2:9-10

So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and | saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full of
names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and
decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness
of her fornication: And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. Revelation 17:3-5

It is childish to admire excessively dark or green stones, and things cast out by the sea on foreign shores, particles of
the earth. For to rush after stones that are pellucid and of peculiar colors, and stained glass, is only characteristic of
silly people, who are attracted by things that have a striking show. Thus children, on seeing the fire, rush to it,
attracted by its brightness; not understanding through senselessness the danger of touching it. Such is the case with the
stones which silly women wear fastened to chains and set in necklaces. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.2 pg.267

But these women, who comprehend not the symbolism of Scripture, gape all they can for jewels, adducing the
astounding apology, "Why may | not use what God has exhibited?" and, "I have it by me, why may I not enjoy it?"
and, "For whom were these things made, then, if not for us?" Such are the utterances of those who are totally ignorant
of the will of God. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.268

For God has given to us, | know well, the liberty of use, but only so far as necessary; and He has determined that the
use should be common. And it is monstrous for one to live in luxury, while many are in want. How much more
glorious is it to do good to many, than to live sumptuously! How much wiser to spend money on human being, than
on jewels and gold! Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.269

And let not their ears be pierced, contrary to nature, in order to attach to them earrings and ear-drops. For it is not
right to force nature against her wishes. Nor could there be any better ornament for the ears than true instruction,
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which finds its way naturally into the passages of hearing. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.2 pg.270

Love of dainties and love of wine, though great vices, are not of such magnitude as fondness for finery. "A full table
and repeated cups" are enough to satisfy greed. But to those who are fond of gold, and purple, and jewels, neither the
gold that is above the earth and below it is sufficient... Such people are ready to die with their gold. Clement of
Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.273

To such an extent, then, has luxury advanced, that not only are the female sex deranged about this frivolous pursuit,
but men also are infected with the disease. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.275

Wherefore the wearing of gold and the use of softer clothing is not to be entirely prohibited. But irrational impulses
must be curbed, lest, carrying us away through excessive relaxation, they impel us to sensuality... But there are
circumstances in which this strictness may be relaxed. For allowance must sometimes be made in favor of those
women who have not been fortunate in having godly husbands, and adorn themselves in order to please their
husbands. But let desire for the admiration of their husbands alone be proposed as their aim. Clement of Alexandria
(A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.284-285

The Word prohibits us from doing violence to nature by boring the lobes of the ears. Clement of Alexandria (A.D.
195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.285

But women who wear gold seem to me to be afraid, lest, if one strip them of their jewelry, they should be taken for
servants, without their ornaments. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.285

The Instructor orders them to go forth "in becoming apparel, and adorn themselves with shamefacedness and
sobriety," "subject to their own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they may without the word be won by the
conversation of the wives; while they behold,” he says, "your chaste conversation. Whose adorning, let it not be that
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden man
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God
of great price." For the labor of their own hands, above all, adds genuine beauty to women, exercising their bodies and
adorning themselves by their own exertions; not bringing unnatural ornament wrought by others, which is vulgar and
superficial, but that of every good woman, supplied and woven by her own hands whenever she most requires. For it
is never suitable for women whose lives are framed according to God, to appear arrayed in things bought from the
market, but in their own home-made work. For a most beautiful thing is it thrifty wife, who clothes both herself and
her husband with fair array of her own working; in which all are glad--the children on account of their mother, the
husband on account of his wife, she on their account, and all in God. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.2 pg.287

Not to deck and adorn herself beyond what is becoming, renders a wife free of calumnious suspicion. While she
devotes herself assiduously to prayers and supplications; avoiding frequent departures from the house, and shutting
herself up as far as possible from the view of all not related to her, and deeming housekeeping of more consequence
than impertinent trifling. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.379

Therefore a woman, taking counsel from the apostles' foresight, will not too elaborately adorn herself, that she may
not either be crowned with any exquisite arrangement of her hair. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.
102

For they, withal, who instituted them are assigned, under condemnation, to the penalty of death, --those angels, to wit,
who rushed from heaven on the daughters of men; so that this ignominy also attaches to woman. For when to an age
much more ignorant (than ours) they had disclosed certain well-concealed material substances, and several not well-
revealed scientific arts--if it is true that they had laid bare the operations of metallurgy, and had divulged the natural
properties of herbs, and had promulgated the powers of enchantments, and had traced out every curious art, even to
the interpretation of the stars--they conferred properly and as it were peculiarly upon women that instrumental mean
of womanly ostentation, the radiances of jewels wherewith necklaces are variegated, and the circlets of gold
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wherewith the arms are compressed, and the medicaments of orchil with which wools are colored, and that black
powder itself wherewith the eyelids and eyelashes are made prominent. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.4 pg. 14-15

Nay, rather banish quite away from your "free" head all this slavery of ornamentation. In vain do you labor to seem
adorned: in vain do you call in the aid of all the most skilful manufacturers of false hair. God bids you "be veiled." |
believe (He does so) for fear the heads of some should be seen! Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg.
22

Let us only wish that we may be no cause for just blasphemy! But how much more provocative of blasphemy is it that
you, who are called modesty's priestesses, should appear in public decked and painted out after the manner of the
immodest? Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg.24

The characteristics of ornaments, and of garments, and the allurements of beauty, are not fitting for any but prostitutes
and immodest women; and the dress of none is more precious than of those whose modesty is lowly. Thus in the Holy
Scriptures, by which the Lord wished us to be both instructed and admonished, the harlot city is described more
beautifully arrayed and adorned, and with her ornaments; and the rather on account of those very ornaments about to
perish. “And there came,” it is said, “one of the seven angels, which had the seven phials [vials], and talked with me,
saying, Come hither, I will show you the judgment of the great whore, that sits upon many waters, with whom the
kings of the earth have committed fornication. And he carried me away in spirit; and | saw a woman sit upon a beast,
and that woman was arrayed in a purple and scarlet mantle, and was adorned with gold, and precious stones, and
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, full of curses, and filthiness, and fornication of the whole earth.” Let chaste
and modest virgins avoid the dress of the unchaste, the manners of the immodest, the ensigns of brothels, the
ornaments of harlots. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol. 5 pg. 433

SEE ALSO: COSMETICS, CLOTHING, WOMEN, VEIL
ADULTERY
For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries. Matthew 15:19

For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be
dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man,
she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress,
though she be married to another man. Romans 7:2-3

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind...shall inherit the kingdom of God.
1 Corinthians 6:9

My child, be not a lustful one, for lust leads to fornication. Be neither a filthy talker, nor of lofty eye, for out of all
these adulteries are engendered. Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch. 3

"Sir," say I, "if a man who has a wife that is faithful in the Lord detect her in adultery, does the husband sin in
living with her?"

"So long as he is ignorant,” said he, "he sins not; but if the husband know of her sin, and the wife repent not, but
continue in her fornication, and her husband live with her, he makes himself responsible for her sin and an accomplice
in her adultery."

"What then, Sir," say I, "shall the husband do, if the wife continue in this case?" "Let him divorce her," said he,
"and let the husband abide alone: but if after divorcing his wife he shall marry another, he likewise commits adultery.”

"If then, Sir," say |, "after the wife is divorced, she repent and desire to return to her own husband, shall she not
be received?"

"Certainly," said he, "if the husband receives her not, he sins and brings great sin upon himself; nay, one who has
sinned and repented must be received, yet not often; for there is but one repentance for the servants of God. For the
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sake of her repentance therefore the husband ought not to marry. This is the manner of acting commanded on husbhand
and wife.

For this cause you were commanded to remain single, whether husband or wife; for in such cases repentance is
possible."”

"I am not giving an excuse that this matter should be concluded thus, but to the end that the sinner should sin no
more. But as concerning his former sin, there is One Who is able to give healing; it is He Who has authority over all
things." Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol. 2 pg. 29

Concerning chastity, He uttered such sentiments as these: "Whosoever looks upon a woman to lust after her, has
committed adultery with her already in his heart before God." And, "If your right eye offend you, cut it out; for it is
better for you to enter into the kingdom of heaven with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into everlasting
fire." And, "Whosoever shall many her that is divorced from another husband, commits adultery." And, "There are
some who have been made eunuchs of men, and some who were born eunuchs, and some who have made themselves
eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake; but all cannot receive this saying." So that all who, by human law, are
twice married, are in the eye of our Master sinners, and those who look upon a woman to lust after her. For not only
he who in act commits adultery is rejected by Him, but also he who desires to commit adultery: since not only our
works, but also our thoughts, are open before God. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.167

But to put to shame and to discourage those inclined to contract a second marriage the apostle appropriately uses
strong language and says at once: "Every other sin is external to the body, but he who commits fornication sins
against his own body."... as idolatry is an abandonment of the one God to embrace many gods, so fornication is
apostasy from single marriage to several. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Miscellanies, book 111 ch. 12
SEE ALSO: DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE
ANGELS

I. Nature and position of angels
Il. Angels of God
I11. Fallen angels

I. Nature and position of angels
Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire? Psalm 104:4

And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. Hebrews 1.7

Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of
the resurrection. Luke 20:36

Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord. 2
Peter 2:11

Papias thus speaks, word for word: To some of them [angels] He gave dominion over the arrangement of the world,
and He commissioned them to exercise their dominion well. And he says, immediately after this: but it happened that
their arrangement came to nothing. Papias (A.D. 60-130) fragment VII

But let us now pass to another sort of knowledge and doctrine. There are two ways of doctrine and authority, the one
of light, and the other of darkness. But there is a great difference between these two ways. For over one are stationed
the light-bringing angels of God, but over the other the angels' of Satan. And He indeed (i.e., God) is Lord forever and
ever, but he (i.e., Satan) is prince of the time of iniquity. Barnabas (A.D. 70-130) ch.18
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For | myself also, albeit I am in bonds and can comprehend heavenly things and the arrays of the angels and the
principalities, things visible and things invisible -- I myself am not yet by reason of this a disciple. Ignatius: to the
Trallians (A.D. 35-105) ch.5

"Hear now," said he, "concerning faith. There are two angels with a man, one of righteousness and one of wickedness.
...The angel of righteousness is delicate and bashful and gentle and tranquil. When then this one enters into your
heart, forthwith he speaks with you of righteousness, of purity, of holiness, and of contentment, of every righteous
deed and of every glorious virtue. When all these things enter into your heart, know that the angel of righteousness is
with you... Now see the works of the angel of wickedness also. First of all, he is quick tempered and bitter and
senseless, and his works are evil, overthrowing the servants of God. Whenever then he enters into your heart, know
him by his works." Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.24

For regiments of angels are distributed over the nations and cities. And, perchance, some are assigned to individuals.
The Shepherd, then, cares for each of his sheep; and his closest inspection is given to those who are excellent in their
natures, and are capable of being most useful. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.517

The apostle says that "God put it into the heart of Titus." That certain thoughts are suggested to men's hearts either by
good or evil angels, is shown both by the angel that accompanied Tobias, and by the language of the prophet, where
he says, "And the angel who spoke in me answered.” Origen (A.D. 248) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg. 332

I1. Angels of God

He cast upon them the fierceness of his anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by sending angels of calamity
among them. Psalm 78:49

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. Psalm 91:11

Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for | say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold
the face of my Father which is in heaven. Matthew 18:10

The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Matthew
13:41-42

These are the holy angels of God, that were created first of all, unto whom the Lord delivered all His creation to
increase and to build it (the church), and to be masters of all creation. By their hands therefore the building of the
tower (church) will be accomplished. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.14

They are young in the faith, and faithful; but they are warned by the angels to do good, because wickedness was found
in them. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.14

And the fences are the [holy] angels of the Lord who keep together His people. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.2 pg. 58

God planted the vineyard, that is, He created the people, and delivered them over to His Son. And the Son placed the
angels in charge of them, to watch over them. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg. 35

"This," said he, "is the angel of punishment, and he is one of the just angels, and presides over punishment. So he
receives those who wander away from God, and walk after the lusts and deceits of this life, and punishes them, as they
deserve, with fearful and various punishments." "I would fain learn, Sir," said I, "of what sort are these various
punishments.” "Listen,” said he; "the various tortures and punishments are..." Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.2 pg.37
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But the great and glorious angel is Michael, who has the power over this people and is their captain. For this is he that
puts the law into the hearts of the believers; therefore he himself inspects them to whom he gave it, to see whether
they have observed it. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.40

“The glorious man,” said he, "is the Son of God, and those six are the glorious angels who guard Him on the right
hand and on the left. Of these glorious angels not one," said he, "shall enter in unto God without Him; whosoever
shall not receive His name, shall not enter into the kingdom of God." Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2
pg.47

For all these things | gave thanks unto the Lord, because He had compassion on all that called upon His name, and
sent forth the angel of repentance to us that had sinned against Him, and refreshed our spirit, and, when we were
already ruined and had no hope of life, restored our life. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.48

I11. Fallen angels

And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, that the
sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. Genesis
6:1-2

For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness,
to be reserved unto judgment. 2 Peter 2:4

And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. Jude 1:6

"This," said he, "is the angel of self-indulgence and of deceit. He crushes the souls of the servants of God, and
perverts them from the truth, leading them astray with evil desires, wherein they perish. For they forget the
commandments of the living God, and walk in vain deceits and acts of self-indulgence, and are destroyed by this
angel, some of them unto death, and others unto corruption.” Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.36

God committed the care of men and of all things under heaven to angels whom He appointed over them. But the
angels transgressed this appointment, and were captivated by love of women, and begat children who are those that
are called demons; and besides, they afterwards subdued the human race to themselves, partly by magical writings,
and partly by fears and the punishments they occasioned, and partly by teaching them to offer sacrifices, and incense,
and libations, of which things they stood in need after they were enslaved by lustful passions; and among men they
sowed murders, wars, adulteries, intemperate deeds, and all wickedness. Whence also the poets and mythologists, not
knowing that it was the angels and those demons who had been begotten by them that did these things to men, and
women, and cities, and nations, which they related, ascribed them to god himself, and to those who were accounted to
be his very offspring, and to the offspring of those who were called his brothers, Neptune and Pluto, and to the
children again of these their offspring. For whatever name each of the angels had given to himself and his children, by
that name they called them. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.190

We know that the wicked angels appointed laws conformable to their own wickedness, in which the men who are like
them delight; and the right Reason, when He came, proved that not all opinions nor all doctrines are good, but that
some are evil, while others are good. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.191

So that, when we arrive at the end of life, we may ask the same petition from God, who is able to turn away every
shameless evil angel from taking our souls. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.252

Enoch, too, pleasing God, without circumcision, discharged the office of God's legate to the angels although he was a
man, and was translated, and is preserved until now as a witness of the just judgment of God, because the angels when
they had transgressed fell to the earth for judgment, but the man who pleased [God] was translated for salvation.
Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 481
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And in the days of Noah He justly brought on the deluge for the purpose of extinguishing that most infamous race of
men then existent, who could not bring forth fruit to God, since the angels that sinned had commingled with them, and
[acted as He did] in order that He might put a check upon the sins of these men, but [that at the same time] He might
preserve the archetype, the formation of Adam. And it was He who rained fire and brimstone from heaven, in the days
of Lot, upon Sodom and Gomorrah, "an example of the righteous judgment of God," that all may know, "that every
tree that brings not forth good fruit shall be cut down, and cast into the fire." Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.1 pg.516

For this is the office of the angels,--to exercise providence for God over the things created and ordered by Him... Just
as with men, who have freedom of choice as to both virtue and vice, so is it among the angels....but some outraged
both the constitution of their nature and the government entrusted to them: ...these fell into impure love of virgins,
and were subjugated by the flesh, and he became negligent and wicked in the management of the things entrusted to
him. Of these lovers of virgins, therefore, were begotten those who are called giants. Athenagoras (A.D. 137) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.142

These angels, then, who have fallen from heaven, and haunt the air and the earth, and are no longer able to rise to
heavenly things, and the souls of the giants, which are the demons who wander about the world, perform actions
similar, the one (that is, the demons) to the natures they have received, the other (that is, the angels) to the appetites
they have indulged. Athenagoras (A.D. 137) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.142

For they, withal, who instituted them are assigned, under condemnation, to the penalty of death, --those angels, to wit,
who rushed from heaven on the daughters of men; so that this ignominy also attaches to woman. For when to an age
much more ignorant (than ours) they had disclosed certain well-concealed material substances, and several not well-
revealed scientific arts--if it is true that they had laid bare the operations of metallurgy, and had divulged the natural
properties of herbs, and had promulgated the powers of enchantments, and had traced out every curious art, even to
the interpretation of the stars--they conferred properly and as it were peculiarly upon women that instrumental mean
of womanly ostentation, the radiances of jewels wherewith necklaces are variegated, and the circlets of gold
wherewith the arms are compressed, and the medicaments of orchil with which wools are colored, and that black
powder itself wherewith the eyelids and eyelashes are made prominent. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.4 pg. 14-15

SEE ALSO: SATAN, NOAH
ANTICHRIST

Who is a liar but he that denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denies the Father and the Son. 1 John
2:22

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sits in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4

He shall come from heaven with glory, when the man of apostasy, who speaks strange things against the Most High,
shall venture to do unlawful deeds on the earth against us the Christians... Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg.253-254

But also by means of the events which shall occur in the time of Antichrist is it shown that he, being an apostate and a
robber, is anxious to be adored as God; and that, although a mere slave, he wishes himself to be proclaimed as a king.
For he (Antichrist) being endued with all the power of the devil, shall come, not as a righteous king, nor as a
legitimate Kking, [i.e., one] in subjection to God, but an impious, unjust, and lawless one; as an apostate, iniquitous and
murderous; as a robber, concentrating in himself [all] satanic apostasy, and setting aside idols to persuade [men] that
he himself is God... Daniel too, looking forward to the end of the last kingdom, i.e., the ten last kings, amongst whom
the kingdom of those men shall be partitioned, and upon whom the son of perdition shall come. Irenaeus (A.D. 180)
Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 553
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That is, for three years and six months, during which time, when he (The Antichrist) comes, he shall reign over the
earth. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 554

Moreover, another danger, by no means trifling, shall overtake those who falsely presume that they know the name of
Antichrist. For if these men assume one [number], when this [Antichrist] shall come having another, they will be
easily led away by him, as supposing him not to be the expected one, who must be guarded against..."When they shall
say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction shall come upon them." And Jeremiah does not merely point out his
sudden coming, but he even indicates the tribe from which he shall come, where he says, "We shall hear the voice of
his swift horses from Dan; the whole earth shall be moved by the voice of the neighing of his galloping horses: he
shall also come and devour the earth, and the fullness thereof, the city also, and they that dwell therein." This, too, is
the reason that this tribe is not reckoned in the Apocalypse along with those which are saved. It is therefore more
certain, and less hazardous, to await the fulfillment of the prophecy. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg.559

We will not, however, incur the risk of pronouncing positively as to the name of Antichrist; for if it were necessary
that his name should be distinctly revealed in this present time, it would have been announced by him who beheld the
apocalyptic vision. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 559

But when this Antichrist shall have devastated all things in this world, he will reign for three years and six months,
and sit in the temple at Jerusalem; and then the Lord will come from heaven in the clouds...Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.560

Enoch no doubt was translated, and so was Elijah; nor did they experience death: it was postponed, (and only
postponed,) most certainly: they are reserved for the suffering of death, that by their blood they may extinguish
Antichrist. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 227

In the crisis of the last moment, and from their instantaneous death, whilst encountering the oppressions of Antichrist,
undergo a change, obtaining therein not so much a divestiture of body as "a clothing upon" with the vesture which is
from heaven. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.455

"Let no man deceive you by any means. For that day shall not come, unless indeed there first come a falling away," he
means indeed of this present empire, "and that man of sin be revealed,"” that is to say, Antichrist, "the son of perdition,
who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or religion; so that he sits in the temple of God, affirming
that he is God. Remember you not, that when | was with you, | used to tell you these things? And now you know what
detains, that he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity does already work; only he who now hinders
must hinder, until he be taken out of the way." What obstacle is there but the Roman state, the falling away of which,
by being scattered into ten kingdoms, shall introduce Antichrist upon (its own ruins)? "And then shall be revealed the
wicked one, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His
coming: even him whose coming is after the working of Satan, with all power, and signs, and lying wonders, and with
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish.” Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 563

When, then, we read, "Go, my people, enter into your closets for a little season, until my anger pass away," we have in
the closets graves, in which they will have to rest for a little while, who shall have at the end of the world departed
this life in the last furious onset of the power of Antichrist. Why else did He use the expression closets, in preference
to some other receptacle, if it were not that the flesh is kept in these closets or cellars salted and reserved for use, to be
drawn out thence on a suitable occasion? ...it appears that by the very phrase which he uses, "Until His anger pass
away," which shall extinguish Antichrist, he in fact shows that after that indignation the flesh will come forth from the
sepulcher, in which it had been deposited previous to the bursting out of the anger. Now out of the closets nothing else
is brought than that which had been put into them, and after the extirpation of Antichrist shall be busily transacted the
great process of the resurrection. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.565

Isaiah said: This is the man who moves the world anti so many kings, and under whom the land shall become desert.

Hear you how the prophet foretold concerning him. | have said nothing elaborately, but negligently. Then, doubtless,

the world shall be finished when he shall appear. He himself shall divide the globe into three ruling powers, when,

moreover, Nero shall be raised up from hell, Elias shall first come to seal the beloved ones; at which things the region
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of Africa and the northern nation, the whole earth on all sides, for seven years shall tremble. But Elias shall occupy
the half of the time, Nero shall occupy half. Then the whore Babylon, being reduced to ashes, its embers shall thence
advance to Jerusalem; and the Latin conqueror shall then say, | am Christ, whom you always pray to; and, indeed, the
original ones who were deceived combine to praise him. He does many wonders, since his is the false prophet.
Especially that they may believe him, his image shall speak. The Almighty has given it power to appear such. The
Jews, recapitulating Scriptures from him, exclaim at the same time to the Highest that they have been deceived.
Commodianus (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg. 210-211

"After threescore and two weeks the times will be fulfilled, and one week will make a covenant with many; and in the
midst (half) of the week sacrifice and oblation will be removed, and in the temple will be the abomination of
desolations." For when the threescore and two weeks are fulfilled, and Christ is come, and the Gospel is preached in
every place, the times being then accomplished, there will remain only one week, the last, in which Elias will appear,
and Enoch, and in the midst of it the abomination of desolation will be manifested, viz., Antichrist, announcing
desolation to the world. And when he comes, the sacrifice and oblation will be removed, which now are offered to
God in every place by the nations. Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 182

Thus, then, does the prophet set forth these things concerning the Antichrist, who shall be shameless, a war-maker,
and despot, who, exalting himself above all kings and above every god, shall build the city of Jerusalem, and restore
the sanctuary. Him the impious will worship as God, and will bend to him the knee, thinking him to be the Christ.
Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg.184

For the deceiver seeks to liken himself in all things to the Son of God. Christ is a lion, so Antichrist is also a lion;
Christ is a king, so Antichrist is also a king. The Savior was manifested as a lamb; so he too, in like manner, will
appear as a lamb, though within he is a wolf. The Savior came into the World in the circumcision, and he will come in
the same manner. The Lord sent apostles among all the nations, and he in like manner will send false apostles. The
Savior gathered together the sheep that were scattered abroad, and he in like manner will bring together a people that
is scattered abroad. The Lord gave a seal to those who believed on Him, and he will give one like manner. The Savior
appeared in the form of man, and he too will come in the form of a man. The Savior rose up and showed His holy
flesh like a temple, and he will raise a temple of stone in Jerusalem. Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5
pg. 206

Thus did the Scriptures preach before-time of this lion and lion's whelp. And in like manner also we find it written
regarding Antichrist. For Moses speaks thus: "Dan is a lion's whelp, and he shall leap from Bashan.” But that no one
may err by supposing that this is said of the Savior, let him attend carefully to the matter. "Dan," he says, "is a lion's
whelp;" and in naming the tribe of Dan, he declared clearly the tribe from which Antichrist is destined to spring.
Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 207

By the beast, then, coming up out of the earth, he means the kingdom of Antichrist; and by the two horns he means
him and the false prophet after him...For he will act with vigor again, and prove strong by reason of the laws
established by him; and he will cause all those who will not worship the image of the beast to be put to death...For,
being full of guile, and exalting himself against the servants of God, with the wish to afflict them and persecute them
out of the world, because they give not glory to him, he will order incense-pans to be set up by all everywhere, that no
man among the saints may be able to buy or sell without first sacrificing; for this is what is meant by the mark
received upon the right hand. And the word--"in their forehead"--indicates that all are crowned, and put on a crown of
fire, and not of life, but of death. Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 214

For he will call together all the people to himself, out of every country of the dispersion, making them his own, as
though they were his own children, and promising to restore their country, and establish again their kingdom and
nation, in order that he may be worshipped by them as God. Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 215

SEE ALSO: LAST DAYS, BEAST MARK OF, CHRONOLOGY
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APOSTLES

Therefore also said the wisdom of God, | will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and
persecute. Luke 11:49

And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. Acts 2:43

For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle
unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 1 Corinthians 4:9

Thus wrote Irenaeus. Moreover, Papias himself, in the introduction to his books, makes it manifest that he was not
himself a hearer and eye-witness of the holy apostles; but he tells us that he received the truths of our religion from
those who were acquainted with them [the apostles] in the following words:

If, then, any one who had attended on the elders came, | asked minutely after their sayings, --what Andrew or Peter
said, or what was said by Philip, or by Thomas, or by James, or by John, or by Matthew, or by any other of the Lord's
disciples: which things Aristion and the presbyter John, the disciples of the Lord, say. For | imagined that what was to
be got from books was not so profitable to me as what came from the living and abiding voice. Papias (A.D. 60-130)
fragment |

Through envy and jealousy, the greatest and most righteous pillars [of the Church] have been persecuted and put to
death...To these men who spent their lives in the practice of holiness, there is to be added a great multitude of the
elect, who, having through envy endured many indignities and tortures, furnished us with a most excellent example.
Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch. 5-6

Having therefore received a charge, and having been fully assured through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
and confirmed in the word of God with full assurance of the Holy Ghost, they (the apostles) went forth with the glad
tidings that the kingdom of God should come. So preaching everywhere in country and town, they appointed their
first-fruits, when they had proved them by the Spirit, to be bishops and deacons unto them that should believe. And
this they did in no new fashion; for indeed it had been written concerning bishops and deacons from very ancient
times; for thus said the scripture in a certain place, | will appoint their bishops in righteousness and their deacons in
faith. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch.42

"Because," said he, "these, the apostles and the teachers who preached the name of the Son of God, after they had
fallen asleep in the power and faith of the Son of God, preached also to them that had fallen asleep before them, and
themselves gave unto them the seal of the preaching.” Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg. 49

And that it did so come to pass, we can convince you. For from Jerusalem there went out into the world, men, twelve
in number, and these illiterate, of no ability in speaking: but by the power of God they proclaimed to every race of
men that they were sent by Christ to teach to all the word of God. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg.175

Moreover, the prescription that twelve bells be attached to the [robe] of the high priest, which hung down to the feet,
was a symbol of the twelve apostles, who depend on the power of Christ, the eternal Priest; and through their voice it
is that all the earth has been filled with the glory and grace of God and of His Christ. Wherefore David also says:
"Their sound has gone forth into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world." And Isaiah speaks as if he
were personating the apostles, when they say to Christ that they believe not in their own report, but in the power of
Him who sent them. And so he says: ‘Lord, who has believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord
revealed?” Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.215

Accordingly, the apostle Matthew partook of seeds, and nuts, and vegetables, without flesh. And John, who carded
temperance to the extreme, "ate locusts and wild honey.” Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2
pg.241
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"But each has his own proper gift of God" - one in one way, another in another. But the apostles were perfected in all.
You will find, then, if you choose, in their acts and writings, knowledge, life, preaching, righteousness, purity,
prophecy. We must know, then, that if Paul is young in respect to time -- having flourished immediately after the
Lord's ascension -- yet his writings depend on the Old Testament, breathing and speaking of them. For faith in Christ
and the knowledge of the Gospel are the explanation and fulfillment of the law; and therefore it was said to the
Hebrews, "If you believe not, neither shall you understand;" that is, unless you believe what is prophesied in the law,
and orally delivered by the law, you will not understand the Old Testament, which He by His coming expounded.
Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.434

SEE ALSO: JAMES, PETER AND PAUL
ASSEMBLY, CHRISTIAN

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. Acts
2:42

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching. Hebrews 10:25

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. Matthew 18:20

God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be held in reverence of all them that are about him.
Psalm 89:7

Remember the day of judgment, night and day. You shall seek out every day the faces of the saints, either by word
examining them, and going to exhort them, and meditating how to save a soul by the word, or by your hands you shall
labor for the redemption of your sins. Barnabas (A.D. 70-130) ch.19

And seek out day by day the faces of the saints, in order that you may rest upon their words. Didache (A.D. 80-140)
ch. 4

But every Lord's day gather yourselves together, and break bread, and give thanksgiving after having confessed your
transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure. But let no one who is at odds with his fellow come together with you,
until they be reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be profaned. For this is that which was spoken by the Lord: "In
every place and time offer to me a pure sacrifice; for | am a great King, says the Lord, and my name is wonderful
among the nations." Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch. 14

Watch for your life's sake. Let not your lamps be quenched, nor your loins unloosed; but be ready, for you know not
the hour in which our Lord will come. But come together often, seeking the things which are befitting to your souls:
for the whole time of your faith will not profit you, if you are not made perfect in the last time. Didache (A.D. 80-140)
ch. 16

For, if the prayer of one and another has so great force, how much more that of the bishop and of the whole Church.
Whosoever therefore comes not to the congregation, he does thereby show his pride and has separated himself; for it
is written, "God resists the proud.” Let us therefore be careful not to resist the bishop, that by our submission we may
give ourselves to God. Ignatius: to the Ephesians (A.D. 35-105) ch.5

Do your diligence therefore to meet together more frequently for thanksgiving to God and for His glory. For when
you meet together frequently, the powers of Satan are cast down; and his mischief comes to naught in the concord of
your faith. Ignatius: to the Ephesians (A.D. 35-105) ch. 12

Assemble yourselves together in common, every one of you severally, man by man, in grace, in one faith and one
Jesus Christ, who after the flesh was of David's race, who is Son of Man and Son of God, to the end that you may
obey the bishop and presbytery without distraction of mind; breaking one bread, which is the medicine of immortality
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and the antidote that we should not die but live for ever in Jesus Christ. Ignatius: to the Ephesians (A.D. 35-105) ch.
20

And attempt not to think anything right for yourselves apart from others: but let there be one prayer in common, one
supplication, one mind, one hope, in love and in joy unblameable, which is Jesus Christ, than whom there is nothing
better. Ignatius: to the Magnesians (A.D. 35-105) ch.7

Let meetings be held more frequently. Seek out all men by name. Ignatius: to Polycarp (A.D. 35-105) ch.4

Toil together one with another, struggle together, run together, suffer together, lie down together, rise up together, as
God's stewards and assessors and ministers. Ignatius: to Polycarp (A.D. 35-105) ch. 6

And on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the country gather together to one place, and the memoirs of
the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as time permits; then, when the reader has ceased, the
president verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these good things. Then we all rise together and pray, and,
as we before said, when our prayer is ended, bread and wine and water are brought, and the president in like manner
offers prayers and thanksgivings, according to his ability, and the people assent, saying Amen; and there is a
distribution to each, and a participation of that over which thanks have been given, and to those who are absent a
portion is sent by the deacons. And they who are well to do, and willing, give what each thinks fit; and what is
collected is deposited with the president, who succors the orphans and widows and those who, through sickness or any
other cause, are in want, and those who are in bonds and the strangers sojourning among us, and in a word takes care
of all who are in need. But Sunday is the day on which we all hold our common assembly, because it is the first day
on which God, having wrought a change in the darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Savior on
the same day rose from the dead. For He was crucified on the day before that of Saturn (Saturday); and on the day
after that of Saturn, which is the day of the Sun, having appeared to His apostles and disciples, He taught them these
things, which we have submitted to you also for your consideration. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.1 pg.186

Rusticus the prefect said, “Where do you assemble?” Justin said, “Where each one chooses and can: for do you fancy
that we all meet in the very same place? Not so; because the God of the Christians is not circumscribed by place; but
being invisible, fills heaven and earth, and everywhere is worshipped and glorified by the faithful.” Rusticus the
prefect said, “Tell me where you assemble, or into what place do you collect your followers?” Justin said, “I live
above one Martinus, at the Timiotinian Bath; and during the whole time (and I am now living in Rome for the second
time) | am unaware of any other meeting than his. And if any one wished to come to me, | communicated to him the
doctrines of truth.” Rusticus said, “Are you not, then, a Christian?” Justin said, “Yes, | am a Christian.” Justin Martyr
(A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 295

We meet together as an assembly and congregation, that, offering up prayer to God as with united force, we may
wrestle with Him in our supplications. This violence God delights in. We pray, too, for the emperors, for their
ministers and for all in authority, for the welfare of the world, for the prevalence of peace, for the delay of the final
consummation. We assemble to read our sacred writings, if any peculiarity of the times makes either forewarning or
reminiscence needful... In the same place also exhortations are made, rebukes and sacred censures are administered.
Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.46

SEE ALSO: EUCHARIST, HYMNS

ATONEMENT
I. Christ’s ransom
Il. Recapitulation through Christ

I. Christ’s ransom

Because there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee. Job
36:18
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I will ransom them from the power of the grave; | will redeem them from death. Hosea 13:14

For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. Mark
10:45

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for
all, to be testified in due time. 1 Timothy 2:5-6

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. Acts 20:28

For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 1 Corinthians
6:20

But He was made manifest, in order that at the same time they might be perfected in their sins, and we might receive
the covenant through Him who inherited it, even the Lord Jesus, who was prepared beforehand hereunto, that
appearing in person He might redeem out of darkness our hearts which had already been paid over unto death and
delivered up to the iniquity of error, and thus establish the covenant in us through the word. For it is written how the
Father charges Him to deliver us from darkness, and to prepare a holy people for Himself. Barnabas (A.D. 70-130)
ch.14

For to this end the Lord endured to deliver up His flesh to corruption, that we might be sanctified through the
remission of sins, which is effected by His blood of sprinkling. For it is written concerning Him, partly with reference
to Israel, and partly to us; and [the Scripture] said thus: "He was wounded for our transgressions, and braised for our
iniquities: with His stripes we are healed. He was brought as a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb which is dumb
before its shearer.” Barnabas (A.D. 70-130) ch.5

Understand how it was that He endured to suffer at the hand of men. The prophets, having obtained grace from Him,
prophesied concerning Him. And He (since it behooved Him to appear in flesh), that He might abolish death, and
reveal the resurrection from the dead, endured [what and as He did], in order that He might fulfill the promise made
unto the fathers, and by preparing a new people for Himself, might show, while He dwelt on earth, that He, when He
has raised mankind, will also judge them. Barnabas (A.D. 70-130) ch. 5

Let us look steadfastly to the blood of Christ, and see how precious that blood is to God, which, having been shed for
our salvation, has set the grace of repentance before the whole world... Jonah proclaimed destruction to the Ninevites;
but they, repenting of their sins, made atonement to God by prayer, and obtained salvation, although they were aliens
[to the covenant] of God. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch.7

Compiler's note: Unless you use an English translation of the Greek Septuagint, you will notice that the next two
quotes from Isa. 53 read differently than do our modern English bibles. That is because the early writers, following
the example of the apostles, were quoting from the Septuagint (see also: Septuagint [LXX]), which was a Greek
translation of an older Hebrew text than that of the Hebrew text from which our Old Testament was translated. These
next two verses are also important in light of the early Christians’ understanding of the atonement, also known as the
‘Ransom’, because the Septuagint version of Isa. 53:10 agrees more with the ‘Ransom’ view of the atonement as
opposed to the more widely known modern view of the ‘Satisfaction Model’.

And the Lord desires to cleanse Him from His stripes. If you offer for sin, your soul shall see a long-lived seed. And
the Lord desires to take away from the toil of His soul... Isa. 53:10 (LXX) quoted by Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch.
16

And the Lord is pleased to cleanse Him from the stripe. If He be given for sin, your soul shall see His seed prolonged
in days. And the Lord is pleased to deliver His soul from grief, to show Him light. Isa. 53:10 (LXX) quoted by Justin
Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.179
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Corruption then becoming inherent in nature, it was necessary that He who wished to save should be one who
destroyed the efficient cause of corruption. And this could not otherwise be done than by the life which is according
to nature being united to that which had received the corruption, and so destroying the corruption, while preserving as
immortal for the future that which had received it. It was therefore necessary that the Word should become possessed
of a body, that He might deliver us from the death of natural corruption. For if, as you say, He had simply by a nod
warded off death from us, death indeed would not have approached us on account of the expression of His will; but
none the less would we again have become corruptible, inasmuch as we carried about in ourselves that natural
corruption. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.301

For the love which He had toward us, Jesus Christ our Lord has given His blood for us by the will of God, and His
flesh for our flesh, and His life for our lives. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch. 50

(God) Himself parted with His own Son as a ransom for us, the holy for the lawless, the guileless for the evil, the just
for the unjust, the incorruptible for the corruptible, the immortal for the mortal. Letter to Diognetus (A.D. 125-200)
ch.9

And then, speaking of John, he thus says: "For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and many of the children of
Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord." For whom, then, did he prepare the people, and in the sight of what Lord was he made
great? Truly of Him who said that John had something even "more than a prophet,” and that "among those born of
women none is greater than John the Baptist;" who did also make the people ready for the Lord's advent, warning his
fellow-servants, and preaching to them repentance, that they might receive remission from the Lord when He should
be present, having been convened to Him, from whom they had been alienated because of sins and transgressions. As
also David says, "The alienated are sinners from the womb: they go astray as soon as they are born." And it was on
account of this that he, turning them to their Lord, prepared, in the spirit and power of Elias, a perfect people for the
Lord. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 421

For He fought and conquered; for He was man contending for the fathers, and through obedience doing away with
disobedience completely: for He bound the strong man, and set free the weak, and endowed His own handiwork with
salvation, by destroying sin. For He is a most holy and merciful Lord, and loves the human race. Irenaeus (A.D. 180)
Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.447-448

Death... "reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's
transgression.” But the law coming, which was given by Moses, and testifying of sin that it is a sinner... It laid,
however, a weighty burden upon man, who had sin in himself, showing that he was liable to death. For as the law was
spiritual, it merely made sin to stand out in relief, but did not destroy it. For sin had no dominion over the spirit, but
over man. For it behooved Him who was to destroy sin, and redeem man under the power of death, that He should
Himself be made that very same thing which he was, that is, man; who had been drawn by sin into bondage, but was
held by death, so that sin should be destroyed by man, and man should go forth from death. For as by the
disobedience of the one man who was originally molded from virgin soil, the many were made sinners, and forfeited
life; so was it necessary that, by the obedience of one man, who was originally born from a virgin, many should be
justified and receive salvation. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 448

By means of the second man did He bind the strong man, and spoiled his goods, and abolished death, vivifying that
man who had been in a state of death. For at the first Adam became a vessel in his (Satan's) possession, whom he did
also hold under his power, that is, by bringing sin on him iniquitously, and under color of immortality entailing death
upon him. For, while promising that they should be as gods, which was in no way possible for him to be, he wrought
death in them: wherefore he who had led man captive, was justly captured in his turn by God; but man, who had been
led captive, was loosed from the bonds of condemnation. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 456

If a hostile force had overcome certain [enemies], had bound them, and led them away captive, and held them for a
long time in servitude, so that they begat children among them; and somebody, compassionating those who had been
made slaves, should overcome this same hostile force; he certainly would not act equitably, were he to liberate the
children of those who had been led captive, from the sway of those who had enslaved their fathers, but should leave
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these latter... For God is neither devoid of power nor of justice, who has afforded help to man, and restored him to
His own liberty. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.456

For Abraham, according to his faith, followed the command of the Word of God, and with a ready mind delivered up,
as a sacrifice to God, his only-begotten and beloved son, in order that God also might be pleased to offer up for all his
seed His own beloved and only-begotten Son, as a sacrifice for our redemption. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg. 467

His Son was His Word, by whom He founded all things; and that He, in the last times, was made a man among men;
that He reformed the human race, but destroyed and conquered the enemy of man, and gave to His handiwork victory
against the adversary. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.495

How, too, could He have subdued him who was stronger than men, who had not only overcome man, but also retained
him under his power, and conquered him who had conquered, while he set free mankind who had been conquered,
unless He had been greater than man who had thus been vanquished? Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg. 507

The Lord, indeed, sowed good seed in His own field; and He says, "The field is the world." But while men slept, the
enemy came, and "sowed tares in the midst of the wheat, and went his way." Hence we learn that this was the apostate
angel and the enemy, because he was envious of God's workmanship, and took in hand to render this [workmanship]
an enmity with God. For this cause also God has banished from His presence him who did of his own accord stealthily
sow the tares, that is, him who brought about the transgression; but He took compassion upon man, who, through
want of care no doubt, but still wickedly [on the part of another], became involved in disobedience; and He turned the
enmity by which [the devil] had designed to make [man] the enemy of God, against the author of it, by removing His
own anger from man, turning it in another direction, and sending it instead upon the serpent. As also the Scripture
tells us that God said to the serpent, "And I will place enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and
her seed. He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." And the Lord summed up in Himself this enmity,
when He was made man from a woman, and trod upon his [the serpent's] head, as | have pointed out in the preceding
book. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.524

Redeeming us by His own blood in a manner consonant to reason, gave Himself as a redemption for those who had
been led into captivity. And since the apostasy tyrannized over us unjustly, and, though we were by nature the
property of the omnipotent God, alienated us contrary to nature, rendering us its own disciples, the Word of God,
powerful in all things, and not defective with regard to His own justice, did righteously turn against that apostasy, and
redeem from it His own property, not by violent means, as the [apostasy] had obtained dominion over us at the
beginning, when it insatiably snatched away what was not its own, but by means of persuasion, as became a God of
counsel, who does not use violent means to obtain what He desires; so that neither should justice be infringed upon,
nor the ancient handiwork of God go to destruction. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 527

But now, by means of communion with Himself, the Lord has reconciled man to God the Father, in reconciling us to
Himself by the body of His own flesh, and redeeming us by His own blood, as the apostle says to the Ephesians, "In
whom we have redemption through His blood, the remission of sins;" and again to the same he says, "You who
formerly were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ;" and again, "Abolishing in His flesh the enmities,
[even] the law of commandments [contained] in ordinances." And in every Epistle the apostle plainly testifies, that
through the flesh of our Lord, and through His blood, we have been saved. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.1 pg. 542

For doing away with [the effects of] that disobedience of man which had taken place at the beginning by the occasion
of a tree, "He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross;" rectifying that disobedience which had
occurred by reason of a tree, through that obedience which was [wrought out] upon the tree [of the cross]... God
Himself, whom indeed we had offended in the first Adam, when he did not perform His commandment. In the second
Adam, however, we are reconciled, being made obedient even unto death. For we were debtors to none other but to
Him whose commandment we had transgressed at the beginning. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg.544
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(Because we) transgressing whose commandment became His enemies... Therefore in the last times the Lord has
restored us into friendship through His incarnation, having become “the Mediator between God and men;" propitiating
indeed for us the Father against whom we had sinned, and cancelling (consolatus) our disobedience by His own
obedience; conferring also upon us the gift of communion with, and subjection to, our Maker...He the God who is
proclaimed in the Scriptures, to whom we were debtors, having transgressed His commandment? Now the
commandment was given to man by the Word. For Adam, it is said, "heard the voice of the Lord God." Rightly then
does His Word say to man, "Your sins are forgiven you;" He, the same against whom we had sinned in the beginning,
grants forgiveness of sins in the end. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 544-545

...In His work of recapitulation, (Christ) summed up all things, both waging war against our enemy, and crushing him
who had at the beginning led us away captives in Adam, and trampled upon his head. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.548

(Christ) spurned (Satan) from Him finally as being conquered out of the law; and there was done away with that
infringement of God's commandment which had occurred in Adam, by means of the precept of the law, which the Son
of man observed, who did not transgress the commandment of God. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg. 549

It was necessary that through man himself he should, when conquered, be bound with the same chains with which he
had bound man, in order that man, being set free, might return to his Lord, leaving to him (Satan) those bonds by
which he himself had been fettered, that is, sin. For when Satan is bound, man is set free; since "none can enter a
strong man's house and spoil his goods, unless he first bind the strong man himself." Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg.550

And justly indeed (Satan) is led captive, who had led men unjustly into bondage; while man, who had been led captive
in times past, was rescued from the grasp of his possessor, according to the tender mercy of God the Father, who had
compassion on His own handiwork, and gave to it salvation. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.550

For even then, as ransomed by Christ, you were under no bondage to man; and now, though man has given you
liberty, you are the servant of Christ. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.101

But that I may lose no opportunity of supporting my argument from the name of Adam, why is Christ called Adam by
the apostle, unless it be that, as man, He was of that earthly origin? And even reason here maintains the same
conclusion, because it was by just the contrary operation that God recovered His own image and likeness, of which
He had been robbed by the devil. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 536

For it is probable that there is in the nature of things, for certain mysterious reasons which are difficult to be
understood by the multitude, such a virtue that one just man, dying a voluntary death for the common good, might be
the means of removing wicked spirits, which are the cause of plagues, or barrenness, or tempests, or similar
calamities. Let those, therefore, who would disbelieve the statement that Jesus died on the cross on behalf of men, say
whether they also refuse to accept the many accounts current both among Greeks and Barbarians, of persons who
have laid down their lives for the public advantage, in order to remove those evils which had fallen upon cities and
countries. Origen (A.D. 248) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg. 409

"You hypocrites, does not each one of you loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? and
ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound these eighteen years, be loosed on the
Sabbath-day?" Whomsoever, therefore, Satan bound in chains, these did the Lord on His coming loose from the bonds
of death, having bound our strong adversary and delivered humanity. Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.5 pg.181

“You are not your own, for you are bought with a great price; glorify and bear God in your body.” Let us glorify and
bear God in a pure and chaste body, and with a more complete obedience; and since we have been redeemed by the
blood of Christ, let us obey and give furtherance to the empire of our Redeemer by all the obedience of service, that
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nothing impure or profane may be brought into the temple of God, lest He should be offended, and forsake the temple
which He inhabits. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 430

The Father sent the Son to preserve us and give us life, in order that He might restore us; and that the Son was willing
to be sent and to become the Son of man, that He might make us sons of God; humbled Himself, that He might raise
up the people who before were prostrate; was wounded that He might heal our wounds; served, that He might draw
out to liberty those who were in bondage; underwent death, that He might set forth immortality to mortals. For when
the Lord at His advent had cured those wounds which Adam had born, and had healed the old poisons of the serpent,
He gave a law to the sound man and bade him sin no more, lest a worse thing should befall the sinner. Cyprian (A.D.
250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 476

For with this purpose the Word assumed the nature of man, that, having overcome the serpent, He might by Himself
destroy the condemnation which had come into being along with man’s ruin. For it was fitting that the Evil One
should be overcome by no other, but by him whom he had deceived, and whom he was boasting that he held in
subjection, because no otherwise was it possible that sin and condemnation should be destroyed, unless that same man
on whose account it had been said, “Dust you are, and unto dust you shall return,” should be created anew, and undo
the sentence which for his sake had gone forth on all, that “as in Adam” at first “all die, even so” again “in Christ,”
who assumed the nature and position of Adam, should “all be made alive.” Methodius (A.D. 311) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.6 pg.318-319

For “behold I set before you life and death;” meaning that death would result from disobedience of the spiritual law,
that is of the commandment; and from obedience to the carnal law, that is the counsel of the serpent; for by such a
choice “I am sold” to the devil, fallen under sin. Hence evil, as though besieging me, cleaves to me and dwells in me,
justice giving me up to be sold to the Evil One, in consequence of having violated the law. Therefore also the
expressions: “That which I do, I allow not,” and “what | hate, that do I,” are not to be understood of doing evil, but of
only thinking it. For it is not in our power to think or not to think of improper things, but to act or not to act upon our
thoughts. For we cannot hinder thoughts from coming into our minds, since we receive them when they are inspired
into us from without; but we are able to abstain from obeying them and acting upon them. Methodius (A.D. 311) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.6 pg. 371

For this cause, therefore, a mediator came - that is, God in the flesh - that the flesh might be able to follow Him, and
that He might rescue man from death, which has dominion over the flesh. Therefore He clothed Himself with flesh,
that the desires of the flesh being subdued, He might teach that to sin was not the result of necessity, but of man’s
purpose and will. Lactantius (A.D. 304-313) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.7 pg. 127

This slain lamb has been made, according to certain hidden reasons, a purification of the whole world, for which,
according to the Father’s love to man, He submitted to death, purchasing us back by His own blood from him who
had got us into his power, sold under sin. And He who led this lamb to the slaughter was God in man, the great High-
Priest, as he shows by the words: “No one takes My life away from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. | have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take it again.” Origen (248) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.9 pg. 377

But to whom did He give His soul as a ransom for many? Surely not to God. Could it, then, be to the Evil One? For he
had us in his power, until the ransom for us should be given to him, even the life (or soul) of Jesus, since he (the Evil
One) had been deceived, and led to suppose that he was capable of mastering that soul, and he did not see that to hold
Him involved a trial of strength (thasanon) greater than he was equal to. Therefore also death, though he thought he
had prevailed against Him, no longer lords over Him, He (Christ) having become free among the dead and stronger
than the power of death, and so much stronger than death that all who will amongst those who are mastered by death
may also follow Him (i.e. out of Hades, out of death's domain), death no longer prevailing against them. For every
one who is with Jesus is unassailable by death. Origen (248) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.10 pg. Commentary on Matthew
XVI, 8

SEE ALSO: BLOOD OF CHRIST, FALL OF MAN, SALVATION

31



I1. Recapitulation through Christ

(Note by Mike Atnip) Recapitulation is a word that is transliterated from the Latin. It means to "re-chapter,” (notice
the similarity of the root which is capitulo (chapter) in Spanish) in the sense that a "chapter" is the heading, or the
summary, of a string of events. Thus, a recapitulation is a rerunning of former chapters in a story. The recapitulation
of Christ was His going over the main events of the life of the first Adam, straightening out what Adam had messed
up. Christ was born, tempted in everything humanity is tempted in, but lived a perfectly holy life, thus proving He was
stronger than all man's enemies, and earning Him the right to rescue others. The first Adam fell for the temptation to
sin, the second overcame it. The first Adam chose the flesh over the Spirit, the second chose the Spirit over the flesh.
The first Adam sold mankind into slavery, the second bought mankind back. Etc. and etc. For this reason, the coming
of Christ into the world is called a recapitulation.

For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell; and, having made peace through the blood of his cross,
by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, 1 say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And
you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body
of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight. Colossians 1:1

For He came to save all through means of Himself - all, | say, who through Him are born again to God - infants, and
children, and boys, and youths, and old men. He therefore passed through every age, becoming an infant for infants,
thus sanctifying infants; a child for children, thus sanctifying those who are of this age, being at the same time made
to them an example of piety, righteousness, and submission; a youth for youths, becoming an example to youths, and
thus sanctifying them for the Lord. So likewise He was an old man for old men, that He might be a perfect Master for
all, not merely as respects the setting forth of the truth, but also as regards age, sanctifying at the same time the aged
also, and becoming an example to them likewise. Then, at last, He came on to death itself, that He might be "“the first-
born from the dead, that in all things He might have the pre-eminence,” the Prince of life, existing before all, and
going before all. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.391

Therefore, as | have already said, He caused man (human nature) to cleave to and to become, one with God. For
unless man had overcome the enemy of man, the enemy would not have been legitimately vanquished. And again:
unless it had been God who had freely given salvation, we could never have possessed it securely. And unless man
had been joined to God, he could never have become a partaker of incorruptibility. For it was incumbent upon the
Mediator between God and men, by His relationship to both, to bring both to friendship and concord, and present man
to God, while He revealed God to man. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 448

He who is the Word, recapitulating Adam in Himself, rightly received a birth, enabling Him to gather up Adam [into
Himself], from Mary, who was as yet a virgin. If, then, the first Adam had a man for his father, and was born of
human seed, it were reasonable to say that the second Adam was begotten of Joseph. But if the former was taken from
the dust, and God was his Maker, it was incumbent that the latter also, making a recapitulation in Himself, should be
formed as man by God, to have an analogy with the former as respects His origin. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg.454

And thus also it was that the knot of Eve's disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary. For what the virgin
Eve had bound fast through unbelief, this did the virgin Mary set free through faith. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg.455

God had power at the beginning to grant perfection to man; but as the latter was only recently created, he could not
possibly have received it, or even if he had received it, could he have contained it, or containing it, could he have
retained it. It was for this reason that the Son of God, although He was perfect, passed through the state of infancy in
common with the rest of mankind, partaking of it thus not for His own benefit, but for that of the infantile stage of
man's existence, in order that man might be able to receive Him. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg.521

He turned the enmity by which [the devil] had designed to make [man] the enemy of God, against the author of it, by

removing His own anger from man, turning it in another direction, and sending it instead upon the serpent. As also the

Scripture tells us that God said to the serpent, "And | will place enmity between you and the woman, and between
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your seed and her seed. He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." And the Lord summed up in Himself
this enmity, when He was made man from a woman, and trod upon his [the serpent's] head, as | have pointed out in
the preceding book. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.524

For He would not have been one truly possessing flesh and blood, by which He redeemed us, unless He had summed
up in Himself the ancient formation of Adam. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 527

In like manner, too, did the Lord say to those who should afterwards shed His blood, "All righteous blood shall be
required which is shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zacharias the son of
Barachias, whom you slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon
this generation." He thus points out the recapitulation that should take place in his own person of the effusion of blood
from the beginning, of all the righteous men and of the prophets, and that by means of Himself there should be a
requisition of their blood. Now this [blood] could not be required unless it also had the capability of being saved; nor
would the Lord have summed up these things in Himself, unless He had Himself been made flesh and blood after the
way of the original formation [of man], saving in his own person at the end that which had in the beginning perished
in Adam. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.541

He had Himself, therefore, flesh and blood, recapitulating in Himself not a certain other, but that original handiwork
of the Father, seeking out that thing which had perished. And for this cause the apostle, in the Epistle to the
Colossians, says, "And though you were formerly alienated, and enemies to His knowledge by evil works, yet now
you have been reconciled in the body of His flesh, through His death, to present yourselves holy and chaste, and
without fault in His sight." He says, "You have been reconciled in the body of His flesh," because the righteous flesh
has reconciled that flesh which was being kept under bondage in sin, and brought it into friendship with God.
Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.541

So that as by means of a tree we were made debtors to God, [so also] by means of a tree we may obtain the remission
of our debt. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 545

That the Lord then was manifestly coming to His own things, and was sustaining them by means of that creation
which is supported by Himself, and was making a recapitulation of that disobedience which had occurred in
connection with a tree, through the obedience which was [exhibited by Himself when He hung] upon a tree, [the
effects] also of that deception being done away with, by which that virgin Eve, who was already espoused to a man,
was unhappily misled, was happily announced, through means of the truth [spoken] by the angel to the virgin Mary,
who was [also espoused] to a man. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 547

And if the former did disobey God, yet the latter was persuaded to be obedient to God, in order that the virgin Mary
might become the patroness (advocata) of the virgin Eve. And thus, as the human race fell into bondage to death by
means of a virgin, so is it rescued by a virgin; virginal disobedience having been balanced in the opposite scale by
virginal obedience. For in the same way the sin of the first created man (protoplasti) receives amendment by the
correction of the First-begotten, and the coming of the serpent is conquered by the harmlessness of the dove. Irenaeus
(A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.547

Into this paradise the Lord has introduced those who obey His call, "summing up in Himself all things which are in
heaven, and which are on earth;" but the things in heaven are spiritual, while those on earth... These things, therefore,
He recapitulated in Himself: by uniting man to the Spirit, and causing the Spirit to dwell in man, He is Himself made
the head of the Spirit, and gives the Spirit to be the head of man: for through Him (the Spirit) we see, and hear, and
speak....in His work of recapitulation, summed up all things, both waging war against our enemy, and crushing him
who had at the beginning led us away captives in Adam, and trampled upon his head. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 548

"But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman." For indeed the enemy would
not have been fairly vanquished, unless it had been a man [born] of a woman who conquered him. For it was by
means of a woman that he got the advantage over man at first, setting himself up as man's opponent. Irenaeus (A.D.
180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.548-549
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For as at the beginning it was by means of food that [the enemy] persuaded man, although not suffering hunger, to
transgress God's commandments, so in the end he did not succeed in persuading Him that was an hungered to take
that food which proceeded from God. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.549

And we believe the Logos to have passed through every period in this life, in order that He Himself might serve as a
law for every age, and that, by being present (amongst) us, He might exhibit His own manhood as an aim for all men.
And that by Himself in Person He might prove that God made nothing evil, and that man possesses the capacity of
self-determination, inasmuch as he is able to will and not to will, and is endued with power to do both. Hippolytus
(A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 152

BAPTISM

I. The meaning of baptism
I1. Mode and description of baptism
I11. Baptism and heretics

I. The meaning of baptism
Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. Acts 22:16
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Galatians 3:27

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 3:21

Further, what says He? "And there was a river flowing on the right, and from it arose beautiful trees; and whosoever
shall eat of them shall live for ever." This means, that we indeed descend into the water full of sins and defilement,
but come up, bearing fruit in our heart, having the fear [of God] and trust in Jesus in our spirit. Barnabas (A.D. 70-
130) ch.11

"Before a man,"” said he, "has borne the name of [the Son of] God, he is dead; but when he has received the seal, he
lays aside his deadness, and resumes life. The seal then is the water: so they go down into the water dead, and they
come up alive." Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg. 49

For Christ also said, "Except you be born again, you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." Now, that it is
impossible for those who have once been born to enter into their mothers' wombs, is manifest to all. And how those
who have sinned and repent shall escape their sins, is declared by Isaiah the prophet, as | wrote above; he thus speaks:
"Wash you, make you clean..." Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.183

Since at our birth we were born without our own knowledge or choice, by our parents coming together, and were
brought up in bad habits and wicked training; in order that we may not remain the children of necessity and of
ignorance, but may become the children of choice and knowledge, and may obtain in the water the remission of sins
formerly committed, there is pronounced over him who chooses to be born again, and has repented of his sins, the
name of God the Father and Lord of the universe; he who leads to the layer the person that is to be washed calling him
by this name alone. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.183

And this washing is called illumination, because they who learn these things are illuminated in their understandings.
Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.183

"And dipped himself,” says [the Scripture], "seven times in Jordan." It was not for nothing that Naaman of old, when
suffering from leprosy, was purified upon his being baptized, but [it served] as an indication to us. For as we are
lepers in sin, we are made clean, by means of the sacred water and the invocation of the Lord, from our old
transgressions; being spiritually regenerated as new-born babes, even as the Lord has declared: "Except a man be born
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again through water and the Spirit, he shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg. 574

Being baptized, we are illuminated; illuminated, we become sons; being made sons, we are made perfect; being made
perfect, we are made immortal. "I," says He, "have said that you are gods, and all sons of the Highest." This work is
variously called grace, and illumination, and perfection, and washing: washing, by which we cleanse away our sins;
grace, by which the penalties accruing to transgressions are remitted; and illumination, by which that holy light of
salvation is beheld, that is, by which we see God clearly. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2
pg.215

And there are two methods of correction -- the instructive and the punitive, which we have called the disciplinary. It
ought to be known, then, that those who fall into sin after baptism are those who are subjected to discipline; for the
deeds done before are remitted, and those done after are purged. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.2 pg.438

For it is not the soul which is sanctified by the baptismal bath: its sanctification comes from the "answer.” Tertullian
(A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 582

That baptismal washing is a sealing of faith, which faith is begun and is commended by the faith of repentance. We
are not washed in order that we may cease sinning, but because we have ceased, since in heart we have been bathed
already. For the first baptism of a learner is this, a perfect fear; thenceforward, in so far as you have understanding of
the Lord faith is sound, the conscience having once for all embraced repentance. Otherwise, if it is (only) after the
baptismal waters that we cease sinning, it is of necessity, not of free-will, that we put on innocence. Tertullian (A.D.
198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 662

Happy is our sacrament of water, in that, by washing away the sins of our early blindness, we are set free and
admitted into eternal life! Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.669

"Wash you, and seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, and plead for the widow. And come and let
us reason together, said the Lord. Though your sins be as scarlet, | shall make them white as snow; and though they be
like crimson, | shall make them white as wool. And if you be willing, and hear my voice, you shall eat the good of the
land." Do you see, beloved, how the prophet spoke beforetime of the purifying power of baptism? For he who comes
down in faith to the layer of regeneration, and renounces the devil, and joins himself to Christ; who denies the enemy,
and makes the confession that Christ is God; who puts off the bondage, and puts on the adoption, he comes up from
the baptism brilliant as the sun, flashing forth the beams of righteousness, and, which is indeed the chief thing, he
returns a son of God and joint-heir with Christ. To Him be the glory and the power, together with His most holy, and
good, and quickening Spirit, now and ever, and to all the ages of the ages. Amen. Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.5 pg.237

We next remark in passing that the baptism of John was inferior to the baptism of Jesus which was given through His
disciples. Those persons in the Acts who were baptized to John’s baptism and who had not heard if there was any
Holy Ghost are baptized over again by the Apostle. Regeneration did not take place with John, but with Jesus through
His disciples it does so, and what is called the layer of regeneration takes place with renewal of the Spirit; for the
Spirit now comes in addition since it comes from God and is over and above the water and does not come to all after
the water. Origen (248) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.9 pg.367

SEE ALSO: NEW BIRTH, SALVATION, REPENTANCE
I1. Mode and description of baptism

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost. Matthew 28:19

John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there. John 3:23
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Further, what says He? "And there was a river flowing on the right, and from it arose beautiful trees; and whosoever
shall eat of them shall live for ever." This means, that we indeed descend into the water full of sins and defilement,
but come up, bearing fruit in our heart, having the fear [of God] and trust in Jesus in our spirit. Barnabas (A.D. 70-
130) ch.11

And concerning baptism, baptize this way: Having first said all these things, baptize into the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, in living water. But if you have no living water, baptize into other water; and if you
cannot do so in cold water, do so in warm. But if you have neither, pour out water three times upon the head into the
name of Father and Son and Holy Spirit. But before the baptism let the baptizer fast, and the baptized, and whoever
else can; but you shall order the baptized to fast one or two days before. Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch.7

But let no one eat or drink of your Eucharist, unless they have been baptized into the name of the Lord; for concerning
this also the Lord has said, "Give not that which is holy to the dogs.” Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch.9

Let no man do aught of things pertaining to the Church apart from the bishop... It is not lawful apart from the bishop
either to baptize or to hold a love-feast; but whatsoever he shall approve, this is well-pleasing also to God; that
everything which you do may be sure and valid. Ignatius: to the Smyrnaeans (A.D. 35-105) ch.8

"Before a man," said he, "has borne the name of [the Son of] God, he is dead; but when he has received the seal, he
lays aside his deadness, and resumes life. The seal then is the water: so they go down into the water dead, and they
come up alive.” Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg. 49

As many as are persuaded and believe that what we teach and say is true, and undertake to be able to live accordingly,
are instructed to pray and to entreat God with fasting, for the remission of their sins that are past, we praying and
fasting with them. Then they are brought by us where there is water, and are regenerated in the same manner in which
we were ourselves regenerated. For, in the name of God, the Father and Lord of the universe, and of our Savior Jesus
Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, they then receive the washing with water. For Christ also said, "Except you be born
again, you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." Now, that it is impossible for those who have once been born
to enter into their mothers' wombs, is manifest to all. And how those who have sinned and repent shall escape their
sins, is declared by lsaiah the prophet, as | wrote above; he thus speaks: "Wash you, make you clean.” Justin Martyr
(A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.183

But we, after we have thus washed him who has been convinced and has assented to our teaching, bring him to the
place where those who are called brethren are assembled, in order that we may offer hearty prayers in common for
ourselves and for the baptized [illuminated] person... There is then brought to the president of the brethren bread and
a cup of wine mixed with water; and he taking them, gives praise and glory to the Father of the universe, through the
name of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and offers thanks ... Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg.185

"And dipped himself," says [the Scripture], "seven times in Jordan." It was not for nothing that Naaman of old, when
suffering from leprosy, was purified upon his being baptized, but [it served] as an indication to us. For as we are
lepers in sin, we are made clean, by means of the sacred water and the invocation of the Lord, from our old
transgressions; being spiritually regenerated as new-born babes, even as the Lord has declared: "Except a man be born
again through water and the Spirit, he shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg. 574

Lest any one think that we are dealing in mere argumentative subtleties, | shall turn to that highest authority of our
"seal" itself. When entering the water, we make profession of the Christian faith in the words of its rule; we bear
public testimony that we have renounced the devil, his pomp, and his angels. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.3 pg. 81

To deal with this matter briefly, I shall begin with baptism. When we are going to enter the water, but a little before,
in the presence of the congregation and under the hand of the president, we solemnly profess that we disown the devil,
and his pomp, and his angels. Hereupon we are thrice immersed, making a somewhat ampler pledge than the Lord has
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appointed in the Gospel. Then when we are taken up (as new-born children), we taste first of all a mixture of milk and
honey, and from that day we refrain from the daily bath for a whole week. We take also, in congregations before
daybreak, and from the hand of none but the presidents, the sacrament of the Eucharist, which the Lord both
commanded to be eaten at meal-times, and commanded to be taken by all alike. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.3 pg. 94

He commands them to baptize into the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, not into a unipersonal God. And
indeed it is not once only, but three times, that we are immersed into the Three Persons, at each several mention of
Their names. [see Compiler’s Note in section I11] Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.623

And so it is becoming that learners desire baptism, but do not hastily receive it: for he who desires it, honors it; he
who hastily receives it, disdains it: in the one appears modesty, in the other arrogance; the former satisfies, the latter
neglects it; the former covets to merit it, but the latter promises it to himself as a due return; the former takes, the
latter usurps it. Whom would you judge worthier, except one who is more amended? Whom more amended, except
one who is more timid, and on that account has fulfilled the duty of true repentance? For he has feared to continue still
in sin, lest he should not merit the reception of baptism. But the hasty receiver, inasmuch as he promised it himself (as
his due), being forsooth secure (of obtaining it), could not fear: thus he fulfilled not repentance either, because he
lacked the instrumental agent of repentance, that is, fear. Hasty reception is the portion of irreverence; it inflates the
seeker, it despises the Giver. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.662

With so great simplicity, without pomp, without any considerable novelty of preparation, finally, without expense, a
man is dipped in water. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.669

For why is it necessary--if (baptism itself) is not so necessary--that the sponsors likewise should be thrust into danger?
Who both themselves, by reason of mortality, may fail to fulfill their promises, and may be disappointed by the
development of an evil disposition, in those for whom they stood? The Lord does indeed say, "Forbid them not to
come unto me." Let them "come,"” then, while they are growing up; let them "come™ while they are learning, while
they are learning whither to come; let them become Christians when they have become able to know Christ. Why does
the innocent period of life hasten to the "remission of sins?" More caution will be exercised in worldly matters: so that
one who is not trusted with earthly substance is trusted with divine! Let them know how to "ask" for salvation, that
you may seem (at least) to have given "to him that asks.” ... If any understand the weighty import of baptism, they
will fear its reception more than its delay: sound faith is secure of salvation. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.3 pg. 678

For the Lord after His resurrection, sending His disciples, instructed and taught them in what manner they ought to
baptize, saying, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go you, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” He suggests the Trinity, in whose sacrament
the nations were to be baptized. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 380

I11. Baptism and heretics

This class of men have been instigated by Satan to a denial of that baptism which is regeneration to God, and thus to a
renunciation of the whole [Christian] faith. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.345

But there are some of them who assert that it is superfluous to bring persons to the water, but mixing oil and water
together, they place this mixture on the heads of those who are to be initiated, with the use of some such expressions
as we have already mentioned. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 346

"For so shall you pass through the water of another;" reckoning heretical baptism not proper and true water. "And you
shall pass over another's river," that rushes along and sweeps down to the sea; into which he is cast who, having
diverged from the stability which is according to truth, rushes back into the heathenish and tumultuous waves of life.
Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.322
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The flesh is not, according to Marcion, immersed in the water of the sacrament, unless it be in virginity, widowhood,
or celibacy, or has purchased by divorce a title to baptism, as if even generative impotents did not all receive their
flesh from nuptial union. Now, such a scheme as this must no doubt involve the proscription of marriage. Tertullian
(A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 393

I am not bound to recognize in them a thing which is commanded on me, because they and we have not the same God,
nor one - that is, the same - Christ. And therefore their baptism is not one with ours either, because it is not the same;
a baptism which, since they have it not duly, doubtless they have not at all; nor is that capable of being counted which
is not had. Thus they cannot receive it either, because they have it not. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.3 pg. 676

(Compiler’s Note: Tertullian describes a baptismal mode of dipping three times, most likely a reflection of his
heretical Montanist leanings as he himself describes it as “a somewhat ampler pledge than the Lord has appointed.”)
To deal with this matter briefly, I shall begin with baptism. When we are going to enter the water, but a little before,
in the presense of the congregation and under the hand of the president, we solemnly profess that we disown the devil,
and his pomp, and his angels. Hereupon we are thrice immersed, making a somewhat ampler pledge than the Lord has
appointed in the Gospel. Then when we are taken up (as new-born children), we taste first of all a mixture of milk and
honey, and from that day we refrain from the daily bath for a whole week. We take also, in congregations before
daybreak, and from the hand of none but the presidents, the sacrament of the Eucharist, which the Lord both
commanded to be eaten at meal-times, and commanded to be taken by all alike. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol. 3 pg. 94

For I know not by what presumption some of our colleagues are led to think that they who have been dipped by
heretics ought not to be baptized when they come to us, for the reason that they say that there is one baptism... And
he who of his own authority grants this advantage to them yields and consents to them, that the enemy and adversary
of Christ should seem to have the power of washing, and purifying, and sanctifying a man. But we say that those who
come thence are not re-baptized among us, but are baptized. For indeed they do not receive anything there, where
there is nothing. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 377

Therefore, dearest brother, having explored and seen the truth; it is observed and held by us, that all who are
converted from any heresy whatever to the Church must be baptized by the only and lawful baptism of the Church,
with the exception of those who had previously been baptized in the Church, and so had passed over to the heretics.
Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 389-390

SEE ALSO: HERETICS
BEARD
Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy beard. Leviticus 19:27

They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off the corner of their beard, nor make any
cuttings in their flesh. Leviticus 21:5

He is gone up to Bajith, and to Dibon, the high places, to weep: Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over Medeba: on all
their heads shall be baldness, and every beard cut off. Isaiah 15:2

For every head shall be bald, and every beard clipped: upon all the hands shall be cuttings, and upon the loins
sackcloth. Jeremiah 48:37

But for one who is a man to comb himself and shave himself with a razor, for the sake of fine effect, to arrange his
hair at the looking-glass, to shave his cheeks, pluck hairs out of them, and smooth them, how womanly! And, in truth,
unless you saw them naked, you would suppose them to be women. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.2 pg.275
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For God wished women to be smooth, and rejoice in their locks alone growing spontaneously, as a horse in his mane;
but has adorned man, like the lions, with a beard, and endowed him, as an attribute of manhood, with shaggy breasts,
a sign his of strength and rule. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.275

This, then, the mark of the man, the beard, by which he is seen to be a man, is older than Eve, and is the token of the
superior nature. In this God deemed it right that he should excel, and dispersed hair over man's whole body. Clement
of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.276

It is therefore impious to desecrate the symbol of manhood, hairiness. But the embellishment of smoothing (for I am
warned by the Word), if it is to attract men, is the act of an effeminate person, if to attract women, is the act of an
adulterer; and both must be driven as far as possible from our society. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.2 pg.276

"But the very hairs of your head are all numbered," says the Lord; those on the chin, too, are numbered, and those on
the whole body. There must be therefore no plucking out, contrary to God's appointment, which has counted them in
according to His will... For it is not lawful to pluck out the beard, man's natural and noble ornament. Clement of
Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.276-277

But let the chin have the hair... For an ample beard suffices for men. And if one, too, shave a part of his beard, it must
not be made entirely bare, for this is a disgraceful sight. The shaving of the chin to the skin is reprehensible,
approaching to plucking out the hair and smoothing. For instance, thus the Psalmist, delighted with the hair of the
beard, says, "As the ointment that descends on the beard, the beard of Aaron." Having celebrated the beauty of the
beard by a repetition, he made the face to shine with the ointment of the Lord. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.286

The moustache similarly, which is dirtied in eating, is to be cut round, not by the razor, for that were not well-bred,
but by a pair of cropping scissors. But the hair on the chin is not to be disturbed, as it gives no trouble, and lends to
the face dignity and paternal terror. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.286

If it is true, (as it is,) that in men, for the sake of women (just as in women for the sake of men), there is implanted, by
a defect of nature, the will to please; and if this sex of ours acknowledges to itself deceptive trickeries of form
peculiarly its own, -- (such as) to cut the beard too sharply; to pluck it out here and there; to shave round about (the
mouth). Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg. 22

Then the nature of the beard contributes in an incredible degree to distinguish the maturity of bodies, or to the
distinction of sex, or to the beauty of manliness and strength. Lactantius (A.D. 304-313) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.7
pg.288

BEAST, DESCRIPTION AND MARK OF THE

And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. Revelation 11:7

The final stumbling-block (or source of danger) approaches, concerning which it is written, as Enoch says, "For this
end the Lord has cut short the times and the days, that His Beloved may hasten; and He will come to the inheritance."
And the prophet also speaks thus: "Ten kingdoms shall reign upon the earth, and a little king shall rise up after them,
who shall subdue under one three of the kings.” In like manner Daniel says concerning the same, "And | beheld the
fourth beast, wicked and powerful, and more savage than all the beasts of the earth, and how from it sprang up ten
horns, and out of them a little budding horn, and how it subdued under one three of the great horns." Barnabas (A.D.
70-130) ch.4

Let no one imagine that he performs these wonders by divine power, but by the working of magic. And we must not
be surprised if, since the demons and apostate spirits are at his service, he through their means performs wonders, by
which he leads the inhabitants of the earth astray. John says further: "And he shall order an image of the beast to be
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made, and he shall give breath to the image, so that the image shall speak; and he shall cause those to be slain who
will not adore it." He says also: "And he will cause a mark [to be put] in the forehead and in the right hand, that no
one may be able to buy or sell, unless he who has the mark of the name of the beast or the number of his name; and
the number is six hundred and sixty-six," that is, six times a hundred, six times ten, and six units. [He gives this] as a
summing up of the whole of that apostasy which has taken place during six thousand years. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 557

And there is therefore in this beast, when he comes, a recapitulation made of all sorts of iniquity and of every deceit,
in order that all apostate power, flowing into and being shut up in him, may be sent into the furnace of fire. Fittingly,
therefore, shall his name possess the number six hundred and sixty-six, since he sums up in his own person all the
commixture of wickedness which took place previous to the deluge, due to the apostasy of the angels. For Noah was
six hundred years old when the deluge came upon the earth, sweeping away the rebellious world, for the sake of that
most infamous generation which lived in the times of Noah. And [Antichrist] also sums up every error of devised
idols since the flood, together with the slaying of the prophets and the cutting off of the just. For that image which was
set up by Nebuchadnezzar had indeed a height of sixty cubits, while the breadth was six cubits; on account of which
Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, when they did not worship it, were cast into a furnace of fire, pointing out
prophetically, by what happened to them, the wrath against the righteous which shall arise towards the [time of the]
end. For that image, taken as a whole, was a prefiguring of this man's coming, decreeing that he should undoubtedly
himself alone be worshipped by all men. Thus, then, the six hundred years of Noah, in whose time the deluge
occurred because of the apostasy, and the number of the cubits of the image for which these just men were sent into
the fiery furnace, do indicate the number of the name of that man in whom is concentrated the whole apostasy of six
thousand years...lrenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 558

Such, then, being the state of the case, and this number being found in all the most approved and ancient copies [of
the Apocalypse], and those men who saw John face to face bearing their testimony [to it]; while reason also leads us
to conclude that the number of the name of the beast, [if reckoned] according to the Greek mode of calculation by the
[value of] the letters contained in it, will amount to six hundred and sixty and six. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg.558

For if there are many names found possessing this number, it will be asked which among them shall the coming man
bear. It is not through a want of names containing the number of that name that I say this, but on account of the fear of
God, and zeal for the truth: for the name Evanthas (Euangas) contains the required number, but I make no allegation
regarding it. Then also Lateinos (Lateinos) has the number six hundred and sixty-six...Teitan too, is rather worthy of
credit. For it has in itself the predicted number...We will not, however, incur the risk of pronouncing positively as to
the name of Antichrist; for if it were necessary that his name should be distinctly revealed in this present time, it
would have been announced by him who beheld the apocalyptic vision. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.1 pg.559

SEE ALSO: ANTICHRIST, LAST DAYS

Bi1sHOPS AND DEACONS

I. Requirements for ordination

I1. Bishop’s authority

I11. Responsibility and personal relationship to the congregation
IVV. Exhortations to Bishops

I. Requirements for ordination

For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not
violent, not greedy for money, but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled,
holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and
convict those who contradict. Titus 1:7-9
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Deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, holding the mystery of
the faith with a pure conscience. But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found
blameless. Likewise, their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things. 1 Timothy 3:8-11

Appoint, therefore, for yourselves, bishops and deacons worthy of the Lord, men meek, and not lovers of money, and
truthful and proved; for they also render to you the service of prophets and teachers. Therefore do not despise them,
for they are your honored ones, together with the prophets and teachers. Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch. 15

So preaching everywhere in country and town, they (The Apostles) appointed their first-fruits, when they had proved
them by the Spirit, to be bishops and deacons unto them that should believe. And this they did in no new fashion; for
indeed it had been written concerning bishops and deacons from very ancient times; for thus said the scripture in a
certain place, | will appoint their bishops in righteousness and their deacons in faith. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch.42

In like manner deacons should be blameless in the presence of His righteousness, as deacons of God and Christ and
not of men; not calumniators, not double-tongued, not lovers of money, temperate in all things, compassionate,
diligent, walking according to the truth of the Lord who became a minister (deacon) of all. Polycarp (A.D. 69-156) ch.
5

"And from the fifth mountain, which had green grass and was rugged, they that believed are such as these; they are
faithful, but slow to learn and stubborn and self-pleasers, desiring to know all things, and yet they know nothing at all.
By reason of this their stubbornness, understanding stood aloof from them, and a foolish senselessness entered into
them; and they praise themselves as having understanding, and they desire to be self-appointed teachers, senseless
though they are. Owing then to this pride of heart many, while they exalted themselves, have been made empty; for a
mighty demon is stubbornness and vain confidence. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.51

I1. Bishop’s authority

But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who
are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among
you, let him be your servant. Matthew 20:25-26

My child, remember night and day him who speaks the word of God to you, and honor him as you do the Lord. For
wherever the lordly rule is uttered, there is the Lord. And seek out day by day the faces of the saints, in order that you
may rest upon their words. Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch.4

For Christ is with them that are lowly of mind, not with them that exalt themselves over the flock. The scepter [of the
majesty] of God, even our Lord Jesus Christ, came not in the pomp of arrogance or of pride, though He might have
done so, but in lowliness of mind, according as the Holy Spirit spoke concerning Him. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96)
ch.16

I do not command you, as though | were somewhat. For even though | am in bonds for the Name's sake, | am not yet
perfected in Jesus Christ. [For] now am | beginning to be a disciple; and | speak to you as to my school-fellows.
Ignatius: to the Ephesians (A.D. 35-105) ch.3

And in proportion as a man sees that his bishop is silent, let him fear him the more. For every one whom the Master of
the household sends to be steward over His own house, we ought so to receive as Him that sent him. Plainly therefore
we ought to regard the bishop as the Lord Himself. Ignatius: to the Ephesians (A.D. 35-105) ch.6

In like manner let all men respect the deacons as Jesus Christ, even as they should respect the bishop as being a type

of the Father and the presbyters as the council of God and as the college of Apostles. Apart from these there is not
even the name of a church. Ignatius: to the Trallians (A.D. 35-105) ch.3
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I do not give you orders as Peter and Paul did. They were Apostles, | am a convict; they were free, but | am a slave to
this very hour. Yet if | shall suffer, then am | a freed-man of Jesus Christ, and | shall rise free in Him. Now | am
learning in my bonds to put away every desire. Ignatius: to the Romans (A.D. 35-105) ch.4

I am amazed at his forbearance; whose silence is more powerful than others' speech. For he is attuned in harmony
with the commandments, as a lyre with its strings. Wherefore my soul blesses his godly mind, for I have found that it
is virtuous and perfect -- even the imperturbable and calm temper which he has, while living in all godly forbearance.
Ignatius: to the Philadelphians (A.D. 35-105) ch.1

Let no man do aught of things pertaining to the Church apart from the bishop. Let that be held a valid Eucharist which
is under the bishop or one to whom he shall have committed it. Wheresoever the bishop shall appear, there let the
people be; even as where Jesus may be, there is the universal Church. It is not lawful apart from the bishop either to
baptize or to hold a love-feast; but whatsoever he shall approve, this is well-pleasing also to God; that everything
which you do may be sure and valid. Ignatius: to the Smyrnaeans (A.D. 35-105) ch.8

Life is for all those that keep the commandments of the Lord. But in the commandments there is nothing about first
places, or about glory of any kind, but about long-suffering and humility in man. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.2 pg. 41

I11. Responsibility and personal relationship to the congregation

Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for | am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that
burneth all the day. Isaiah 65:5

For you did all things without respect of persons, and walked in the commandments of God, being obedient to those
who had the rule over you, and giving all fitting honor to the presbyters among you. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch.1

So then it becomes you to run in harmony with the mind of the bishop; which thing also you do. For your honorable
presbytery, which is worthy of God, is attuned to the bishop, even as its strings to a lyre. Therefore in your concord
and harmonious love Jesus Christ is sung. Ignatius: to the Ephesians (A.D. 35-105) ch. 4

Yea, and it becomes you also not to presume upon the youth of your bishop, but according to the power of God the
Father to render unto him all reverence, even as | have learned that the holy presbyters also have not taken advantage
of his outwardly youthful estate, but give place to him as to one prudent in God; yet not to him, but to the Father of
Jesus Christ, even to the Bishop of all. Ignatius: to the Magnesians (A.D. 35-105) ch. 3

Therefore as the Lord did nothing without the Father, [being united with Him], either by Himself or by the Apostles,
so neither do you anything without the bishop and the presbyters. Ignatius: to the Magnesians (A.D. 35-105) ch.7

They that have the spots are deacons that exercised their office ill, and plundered the livelihood of widows and
orphans, and made gain for themselves from the ministrations which they had received to perform. If then they abide
in the same evil desire, they are dead and there is no hope of life for them. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.2 pg.52

They that believed are such as these; bishops, hospitable persons, who gladly received into their houses at all times
the servants of God without hypocrisy. [These bishops] at all times without ceasing sheltered the needy and the
widows in their ministration and conducted themselves in purity at all times. These [all] then shall be sheltered by the
Lord forever. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.52

V. Exhortations to bishops

I beseech you who are superiors, if you will receive any counsel of my good-will, have among yourselves those to
whom you may show kindness: do not forsake them. For the day is at hand on which all things shall perish with the
evil [one]. The Lord is near, and His reward. Barnabas (A.D. 70-130) ch.21
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Exhortation of Ignatius to Polycarp the Bishop at Smyrna:

If you love good disciples, this is not thankworthy in you. Rather bring the more rebellious to submission by
gentleness. All wounds are not healed by the same salve. Allay sharp pains by cold compresses.

The season requires you, as pilots require winds or as a storm-tossed mariner a haven, that it may attain unto God. Be
sober, as God's athlete. The prize is incorruption and life eternal, concerning which you also are persuaded.

Stand you firm, as an anvil when it is smitten. It is the part of a great athlete to receive blows and be victorious. But
especially must we for God's sake endure all things, that He also may endure us. Be you more diligent than you are.
Mark the seasons.

Let not widows be neglected. After the Lord be you their protector. Let nothing be done without your consent; neither
do you anything without the consent of God, as indeed you doest not. Be steadfast.

Let meetings be held more frequently. Seek out all men by name. Ignatius: to Polycarp (A.D. 35-105) ch.2,3,4

Now therefore | say unto you that are rulers of the Church, and that occupy the chief seats; be not you like unto the
sorcerers. The sorcerers indeed carry their drugs in boxes, but you carry your drug and your poison in your heart. You
are case-hardened, and you will not cleanse your hearts and mix your wisdom together in a clean heart, that you may
obtain mercy from the Great King. Look you therefore, children, lest these divisions of yours deprive you of your life.
How is it that you wish to instruct the elect of the Lord, while you yourselves have no instruction? Instruct one
another therefore, and have peace among yourselves. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.16

BLOOD OF CHRIST

If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:7

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? Hebrews 9:14

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us. Hebrews 9:12

Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God,
and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto
the Spirit of grace? Hebrews 10:29

After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood:
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 1 Corinthians 11:25

For to this end the Lord endured to deliver up His flesh to corruption, that we might be sanctified through the
remission of sins, which is effected by His blood of sprinkling. For it is written concerning Him, partly with reference
to Israel, and partly to us; and [the Scripture] said thus: "He was wounded for our transgressions, and braised for our
iniquities: with His stripes we are healed. He was brought as a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb which is dumb
before its shearer.” Barnabas (A.D. 70-130) ch.5

Let us look steadfastly to the blood of Christ, and see how precious that blood is to God, which, having been shed for
our salvation, has set the grace of repentance before the whole world. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch.7

...being imitators of God, and having your hearts kindled in the blood of God, you have perfectly fulfilled your
congenial work. Ignatius: to the Ephesians (A.D. 35-105) ch.1
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Jesus Christ... unto whom all things were made subject that are in heaven and that are on the earth; to whom every
creature that has breath does service; who comes as judge of quick and dead; whose blood God will require of them
that are disobedient unto Him. Polycarp (A.D. 69-156) ch. 2

And that expression which was committed to writing by Moses, and prophesied by the patriarch Jacob, namely, 'He
shall wash His garments with wine, and His vesture with the blood of the grape,' signified that He would wash those
that believe in Him with His own blood. For the Holy Spirit called those who receive remission of sins through Him,
His garments; amongst whom He is always present in power, but will be manifestly present at His second coming.
That the Scripture mentions the blood of the grape has been evidently designed, because Christ derives blood not from
the seed of man, but from the power of God. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.222

I affirm that He announced beforehand the future salvation for the human race through the blood of Christ. For the
sign of the scarlet thread, which the spies, sent to Jericho by Joshua, son of Nave (Nun), gave to Rahab the harlot,
telling her to bind it to the window through which she let them down to escape from their enemies, also manifested
the symbol of the blood of Christ, by which those who were at one time harlots and unrighteous persons out of all
nations are saved, receiving remission of sins, and continuing no longer in sin. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg.254

The Lord thus has redeemed us through His own blood, giving His soul for our souls, and His flesh for our flesh, and
has also poured out the Spirit of the Father for the union and communion of God and man, imparting indeed God to
men by means of the Spirit, and, on the other hand, attaching man to God by His own incarnation, and bestowing
upon us at His coming immortality durably and truly, by means of communion with God, all the doctrines of the
heretics fall to ruin. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 527

As far as concerned the apostasy, indeed, He redeems us righteously from it by His own blood; but as regards us who
have been redeemed, [He does this] graciously. For we have given nothing to Him previously, nor does He desire
anything from us, as if He stood in need of it; but we do stand in need of fellowship with Him. And for this reason it
was that He graciously poured Himself out, that He might gather us into the bosom of the Father. But vain in every
respect are they who despise the entire dispensation of God, and disallow the salvation of the flesh, and treat with
contempt its regeneration, maintaining that it is not capable of incorruption. But if this indeed does not attain
salvation, then neither did the Lord redeem us with His blood, nor is the cup of the Eucharist the communion of His
blood, nor the bread which we break the communion of His body... By His own blood he redeemed us, as also His
apostle declares, "In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the remission of sins." And as we are His
members, we are also nourished by means of the creation (and He Himself grants the creation to us, for He causes His
sun to rise, and sends rain when He wills). He has acknowledged the cup (which is a part of the creation) as His own
blood, from which He bedews our blood; and the bread (also a part of the creation) He has established as His own
body, from which He gives increase to our bodies. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.528

In like manner, too, did the Lord say to those who should afterwards shed His blood, "All righteous blood shall be
required which is shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zacharias the son of
Barachias, whom you slew between the temple and the altar. Verily | say unto you, All these things shall come upon
this generation." He thus points out the recapitulation that should take place in his own person of the effusion of blood
from the beginning, of all the righteous men and of the prophets, and that by means of Himself there should be a
requisition of their blood. Now this [blood] could not be required unless it also had the capability of being saved; nor
would the Lord have summed up these things in Himself, unless He had Himself been made flesh and blood after the
way of the original formation [of man], saving in his own person at the end that which had in the beginning perished
in Adam. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 541

But now, by means of communion with Himself, the Lord has reconciled man to God the Father, in reconciling us to
Himself by the body of His own flesh, and redeeming us by His own blood, as the apostle says to the Ephesians, "In
whom we have redemption through His blood, the remission of sins;" and again to the same he says, "You who
formerly were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ;" and again, "Abolishing in His flesh the enmities,
[even] the law of commandments [contained] in ordinances.” And in every Epistle the apostle plainly testifies, that
through the flesh of our Lord, and through His blood, we have been saved. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.1 pg.542
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Christ, who was called the Son of God before the ages, was manifested in the fullness of time, in order that He might
cleanse us through His blood, who were under the power of sin, presenting us as pure sons to His Father, if we yield
ourselves obediently to the chastisement of the Spirit. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.575

SEE ALSO: ATONEMENT
CANON, NEW TESTAMENT

And the presbyter said this. Mark having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately whatsoever he
remembered. It was not, however, in exact order that he related the sayings or deeds of Christ. For he neither heard
the Lord nor accompanied Him. But afterwards, as | said, he accompanied Peter, who accommodated his instructions
to the necessities [of his hearers], but with no intention of giving a regular narrative of the Lord's sayings. Wherefore
Mark made no mistake in thus writing some things as he remembered them. For of one thing he took especial care,
not to omit anything he had heard, and not to put anything fictitious into the statements. [This is what is related by
Papias regarding Mark; but with regard to Matthew he has made the following statements]: Matthew put together the
oracles [of the Lord] in the Hebrew language, and each one interpreted them as best he could. [The same person uses
proofs from the First Epistle of John, and from the Epistle of Peter in like manner. And he also gives another story of
a woman who was accused of many sins before the Lord, which is to be fount in the Gospel according to the
Hebrews.] Papias (A.D. 60-130) fragment VI

With regard to the inspiration of the book (Revelation), we deem it superfluous to add another word; for the blessed
Gregory Theologus and Cyril, and even men of still older date, Papias, Irenaeus, Methodius, and Hippolytus, bore
entirely satisfactory testimony to it. Papias (A.D. 60-130) fragment VI1II

As, then, philosophy has been brought into evil repute by pride and self-conceit, so also ghosts by false ghosts called
by the same name; of which the apostle writing says, "O Timothy, keep that which is committed to your trust,
avoiding the profane and vain babblings and oppositions of science (gnosis) falsely so called; which some professing,
have erred concerning the faith."” Convicted by this utterance, the heretics reject the Epistles to Timothy. Clement of
Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.359

The Epistle of Jude, indeed, and two belonging to the above-named John - or bearing the name of John - are reckoned
among the Universal epistles. And the book of Wisdom, written by the friends of Solomon in his honor. We receive
also the Apocalypse of John and that of Peter, though some amongst us will not have this latter read in the Church.
The Pastor, moreover, did Hermas write very recently in our times in the city of Rome, while his brother bishop Pius
sat in the chair of the Church of Rome. And therefore it also ought to be read; but it cannot be made public in the
Church to the people, nor placed among the prophets, as their number is complete, nor among the apostles to the end
of time. Of the writings of Arsinous, called also Valentinus, or of Miltiades, we receive nothing at all. Those are
rejected too who wrote the new Book of Psalms for Marcion, together with Basilides and the founder of the Asian
Cataphrygians. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 603-604

SEE ALSO: PSEUDEPIGRAPHA NEW TESTAMENT
CELIBACY

All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. For there are some eunuchs, which were so born
from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs,
which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.
Matthew 19:11-12

He that is pure in the flesh, let him be so, and not boast, knowing that it is Another who bestowed his continence upon
him. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch.38

If any one is able to abide in chastity to the honor of the flesh of the Lord, let him so abide without boasting. If he
boast, he is lost; and if it be known beyond the bishop, he is polluted. Ignatius: to Polycarp (A.D. 35-105) ch. 5
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"If a wife, Sir," say I, "or, it may be, a husband fall asleep, and one of them marry, does the one that marries sin?" "He
sins not," said he, "but if he remain single, he invests himself with more exceeding honor and with great glory before
the Lord; yet even if he should marry, he sins not. Preserve purity and holiness therefore, and you shall live unto
God." Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.22

And many, both men and women, who have been Christ's disciples from childhood, remain pure at the age of sixty or
seventy years; and | boast that | could produce such from every race of men. For what shall I say, too, of the countless
multitude of those who have reformed intemperate habits, and learned these things? Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.167

But whether we marry, it is only that we may bring up children; or whether we decline marriage, we live continently.
And that you may understand that promiscuous intercourse is not one of our mysteries, one of our number a short time
ago presented to Felix the governor in Alexandria a petition, craving that permission might be given to a surgeon to
make him an eunuch. For the surgeons there said that they were forbidden to do this without the permission of the
governor. And when Felix absolutely refused to sign such a permission, the youth remained single, and was satisfied
with his own approving conscience, and the approval of those who thought as he did. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.172

And therefore it was that they received from Moses this law of divorcement, adapted to their hard nature. But why say
I these things concerning the Old Testament? For in the New also are the apostles found doing this very thing, on the
ground which has been mentioned, Paul plainly declaring, “But these things | say, not the Lord." And again: "But this
| speak by permission, not by commandment.” And again: "Now, as concerning virgins, | have no commandment
from the Lord; yet | give my judgment, as one that has obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful." But further, in
another place he says: "That Satan tempt you not for your incontinence.” If, therefore, even in the New Testament, the
apostles are found granting certain precepts in consideration of human infirmity, because of the incontinence of some,
lest such persons, having grown obdurate, and despairing altogether of their salvation, should become apostates from
God. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 480

Nay, you would find many among us, both men and women, growing old unmarried, in hope of living in closer
communion with God. But if the remaining in virginity and in the state of an eunuch brings nearer to God, while the
indulgence of carnal thought and desire leads away from Him, in those cases in which we shun the thoughts, much
more do we reject the deeds. For we bestow our attention; not on the study of words, but on the exhibition and
teaching of actions, that a person should either remain as he was born, or be content with one marriage. Athenagorus
(A.D. 137) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.146

Right mystically and sacredly the apostle, teaching us the choice which is truly gracious, not in the way of rejection of
other things as bad, but so as to do things better than what is good, has spoken, saying, "So he that gives his virgin in
marriage does well; and he that gives her not does better; as far as respects seemliness and undistracted attendance on
the Lord." Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.437

And they say that by the words "it is better to marry than to burn” the apostle means this: "Do not cast your soul into
the fire, so that you have to endure night and day and go in fear lest you should fall from continence. For a soul which
has to concentrate upon "endurance has lost hope." In his Ethics, Isidore says in these very words: "Abstain, then,
from a quarrelsome woman lest you are distracted from the grace of God. But when you have rejected the fire of the
seed, then pray with an undisturbed conscience. And when your prayer of thanksgiving is reduced to a prayer of
request, and your request is not that in future you may do right, but that you may do no wrong, then marry. But
perhaps a man is too young or poor or suffers from weak health, and has not the will to marry as the apostle's saying
suggests. Such a man should not separate himself from his brother Christian. He should say, | have come into the
sanctuary, | can suffer nothing. And if he has a presentiment that he may fall, he may say, Brother, lay your hand on
me lest | sin, and he will receive help both spiritually and physically. Let him only wish to accomplish what is right
and he will achieve his object. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Miscellanies, book 111 ch. 1

Our view is that we welcome as blessed the state of abstinence from marriage in those to whom this has been granted
by God. We admire monogamy and the high standing of single marriage, holding that we ought to share suffering
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with another and "bear one another's burdens,” lest anyone who thinks he stands securely should himself fall. Clement
of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Miscellanies, book 111 ch.1

Whether a man becomes a celibate or whether he joins himself in marriage with a woman for the sake of having
children, his purpose ought to be to remain unyielding to what is inferior. If he can live a life of intense devotion, he
will gain to himself great merit with God, since his continence is both pure and reasonable. But if he goes beyond the
rule he has chosen to gain greater glory, there is a danger that he may lose hope. Both celibacy and marriage have
their own different forms of service and ministry to the Lord; | have in mind the caring for one's wife and children.
Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Miscellanies, book 111 ch.12

Again the Lord says, "Let not the married person seek a divorce, nor the unmarried person marriage,” that is, he who
has confessed his intention of being celibate, let him remain unmarried. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195)
Miscellanies, book 111 ch.15

All proof of abstinence is lost when excess is impossible; for sundry things have thus their evidence in their
contraries. Just as "strength is made perfect in weakness,” so likewise is continence made manifest by the permission
to marry. Who indeed will be called continent, if that be taken away which gives him the opportunity of pursuing a
life of continence? What room for temperance in appetite does famine give? What repudiation of ambitious projects
does poverty afford? What bridling of lust can the eunuch merit? Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3
pg.294

Thus in the Revelation of John it is said: "These are they which have not defiled their clothes with women,"
indicating, of course, virgins, and such as have become "eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake." Therefore they
shall be "clothed in white raiment,” that is, in the bright beauty of the unwedded flesh. In the gospel even, "the
wedding garment” may be regarded as the sanctity of the flesh. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.
564-565

Why, are there not many, withal, who so do, and seal themselves up to eunuchhood for the sake of the kingdom of
God, spontaneously relinquishing a pleasure so honorable, and (as we know) permitted? Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg.23

In short, there is no place at all where we read that nuptials are prohibited; of course on the ground that they are "a
good thing." What, however, is better than this "good," we learn from the apostle, who permits marrying indeed, but
prefers abstinence; the former on account of the insidiousnesses of temptations, the latter on account of the straits of
the times. Now, by looking into the reason thus given for each proposition, it is easily discerned that the ground on
which the power of marrying is conceded is necessity; but whatever necessity grants, she by her very nature
depreciates. In fact, in that it is written, "To marry is better than to burn," what, pray, is the nature of this "good"
which is (only) commended by comparison with “evil," so that the reason why "marrying" is good is (merely) that
"burning” is less? Nay, but how far better is it neither to marry nor to burn? Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.4 pg.40

“The children of this world beget and are begotten; but they who are counted worthy of that world, and of the
resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage: neither shall they die any more: for they are equal
to the angels of God, being the children of the resurrection.” That which we shall be, you have already begun to be.
You possess already in this world the glory of the resurrection. You pass through the world without the contagion of
the world; in that you continue chaste and virgins, you are equal to the angels of God. Only let your virginity remain
and endure substantial and uninjured; and as it began bravely, let it persevere continuously, and not seek the
ornaments of necklaces nor garments, but of conduct. Let it look towards God and heaven, and not lower to the lust of
the flesh and of the world, the eyes uplifted to things above, or set them upon earthly things. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 436

SEE ALSO: PURITY, MARRIAGE
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CHILDREN

Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew
19:14

Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for | say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold
the face of my Father which is in heaven. Matthew 18:10

Do not remove your hand from your son or daughter; rather, teach them the fear of God from their youth. Didache
(A.D. 80-140) ch. 4

Let our children be partakers of the instruction which is in Christ: let them learn how lowliness of mind prevails with
God, what power chaste love has with God, how the fear of Him is good and great and saves all them that walk
therein in a pure mind with holiness. For He is the searcher out of the intents and desires; whose breath is in us, and
when He lists, He shall take it away. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch.21

Yet it is not for this that God is wroth with you, but that you may convert your family, that has done wrong against the
Lord and against you their parents. But out of fondness for your children you didst not admonish your family, but
didst suffer it to become fearfully corrupt. Hermas (A.D. 150) ch.10

Only be not you careless, but take courage, and strengthen your family. For as the smith hammering his work
conquers the task which he wills, so also does righteous discourse repeated daily conquer all evil. Cease not therefore
to reprove your children; for | know that if they shall repent with all their heart, they shall be written in the books of
life with the saints. Hermas (A.D. 150) ch. 10

"But do you, Hermas, no longer bear a grudge against your children, neither suffer your sister to have her way, so that
they may be purified from their former sins. For they shall be chastised with a righteous chastisement, unless you bear
a grudge against them yourself." Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.11

And for the married he goes on to say, "My elect shall not labor in vain nor bear children to be accursed; for they are a
seed blessed by the Lord." For him who begets children and brings them up and educates them in the Lord, just as for
him who begets children by means of the true teaching, a reward is laid up, as also for the elect seed. Clement of
Alexandria (A.D. 195) Miscellanies, book 11l ch. 15

SEE ALSO: HUSBANDS
CHRIST

I. Christ is God
I1. Relationship to the Father

I. Christ is God

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning
with God. John 1:1-2

Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into
my side: and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and my God. John
20:27-28

Continue in intimate union with Jesus Christ our God... | pray for your happiness forever in our God, Jesus Christ.
Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.68,96
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The Christians trace the beginning of their religion to Jesus the Messiah. He is called the son of the most high God. It
is said that God came down from heaven. Aristides (A.D.125) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.9 pg.265

God did not as some might imagine send to men any servant, angel or ruler... Rather he sends his son, who is also a
king, so God sent Him. He sent Him as God. Letter to Diognetus (A.D.125) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.27

Brethren it is fitting that you should think of Jesus Christ as of God...Second Clement (A.D.150) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.7 pg.517

For Christ is king, priest, God, Lord, angel and man. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.166

But so much is written for the sake of proving that Jesus the Christ is the Son of God and His Apostle, being of old the
Word, and appearing sometimes in the form of fire, and sometimes in the likeness of angels; but now, by the will of
God, having become man for the human race, He endured all the sufferings which the devils instigated the senseless
Jews to inflict upon Him. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.184

He deserves to be worshipped as God and as Christ. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.229

The Son ministered to the will of the father. Yet, nevertheless, he is God. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.1 pg.262

God was put to death, King of Israel slain. Melito (A.D.170) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.8 pg.75 8

Thus He indicates in clear terms that He is God, and that His advent was in Bethlehem... God, then was made man,
and the Lord did Himself save us. Irenaeus (A.D.180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.507

He is God in the form of man, stainless, the minister of the father’s will, the word who is God...Clement of
Alexandria (A.D.195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.210

Since, therefore, the Father is eternal, the Son also is eternal, Light of Light. For where there is the begetter, there is
also the offspring. And if there is no offspring, how and of what can He be the begetter? But both are, and always are.
Since, then, God is the Light, Christ is the Brightness. And since He is a Spirit - for says He, “God is a Spirit” -
fittingly again is Christ called Breath; for “He,” said He, “is the breath of God’s power.”And again he says: Moreover,
the Son alone, always co-existing with the Father, and filled with Him who is, Himself also is, since He is of the
Father. Dionysius of Alexandria (A.D. 264) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.6 pg.92

I1. Relationship to the Father

No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and | will raise him up at the last day. It is
written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of
the Father, cometh unto me. Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the
Father.John 6:44-46

Jesus saith unto him, Have | been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and
the Father in me? the words that | speak unto you | speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth
the works. John14:9-10

For they proclaim our madness to consist in this, that we give to a crucified man a place second to the unchangeable
and eternal God, the Creator of all; for they do not discern the mystery that is herein, to which, as we make it plain to
you, we pray you to give heed. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.167

"No one knows the Father, but the Son; nor the Son but the Father, and those to whom the Son will reveal Him." The
Jews, accordingly, being throughout of opinion that it was the Father of the universe who spoke to Moses, though He
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who spoke to him was indeed the Son of God, who is called both Angel and Apostle, are justly charged, both by the
Spirit of prophecy and by Christ Himself, with knowing neither the Father nor the Son. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160)
Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.184

We may learn through Him that the Father is above all things. For "the Father,” says He, "is greater than 1. The
Father, therefore, has been declared by our Lord to excel with respect to knowledge; for this reason, that we, too, as
long as we are connected with the scheme of things in this world, should leave perfect knowledge, and such questions
[as have been mentioned], to God, and should not by any chance, while we seek to investigate the sublime nature of
the Father, fall into the danger of starting the question whether there is another god above God. Irenaeus (A.D. 180)
Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 402

And through the Word Himself who had been made visible and palpable, was the Father shown forth, although all did
not equally believe in Him; but all saw the Father in the Son: for the Father is the invisible of the Son, but the Son the
visible of the Father. And for this reason all spoke with Christ when He was present [upon earth], and they named
Him God. Yea, even the demons exclaimed, on beholding the Son: "We know You who You are, the Holy One of
God." And the devil looking at Him, and tempting Him, said: "If You are the Son of God;" all thus indeed seeing and
speaking of the Son and the Father, but all not believing [in them]. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.
469

So did the Father previously say to the Son “Let us make man in our own image, after our likeness.” Tertullian (A.D.
207) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.549

Should anyone inquire whether all that the Father knows... Is known by the Savior also, and should he - imagining
that he will thereby glorify the Father - show that some things known to the Father are unknown to the Son. Origen
(A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.9 pg.313

SEE ALSO: JESUS
CHRISTIANITY

I. Description of Christians

I1. Meaning of the name “Christian”
I11. True accusations of Christians
IV. False accusations of Christians

I. Description of Christians

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an
hill cannot be hid. Matthew 5:13-14

A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another. By
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. John 13:34-35

As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Romans 8:36

Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain
dwellingplace; And labor, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being
defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. 1
Corinthians 4:11-13

And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. And with great power gave the apostles
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither was there any among them
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that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that
were sold, and laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had
need. Acts 4:32-35

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them,
and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things
declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came
out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. Hebrews 11:13-16

We know that many among ourselves have delivered themselves to bondage, that they might ransom others. Many
have sold themselves to slavery, and receiving the price paid for themselves have fed others. Clement of Rome (A.D.
96) ch.55

Let us show ourselves their brothers by our forbearance; but let us be zealous to be imitators of the Lord, vying with
each other who shall suffer the greater wrong, who shall be defrauded, who shall be set at naught. Ignatius: to the
Ephesians (A.D. 35-105) ch.10

Christianity is at it’s greatest, whenever it is hated by the world. Ignatius: to the Romans (A.D. 35-105) ch.3

Since | see, that you are exceedingly anxious to understand the religion of the Christians, as to what God they trust
and how they worship Him, that they all disregard the world and despise death, and take no account of those who are
regarded as gods by the Greeks, neither observe the superstition of the Jews, and as to the nature of the affection
which they entertain one to another, and of this new development or interest, which has entered into men's lives now
and not before. Letter to Diognetus (A.D. 125-200) ch.1

For Christians are not distinguished from the rest of mankind either in locality or in speech or in customs. For they
dwell not somewhere in cities of their own, neither do they use some different language, nor practice an extraordinary
kind of life...But while they dwell in cities of Greeks and barbarians as the lot of each is cast, and follow the native
customs in dress and food and the other arrangements of life, yet the constitution of their own citizenship, which they
set forth, is marvelous, and confessedly contradicts expectation. They dwell in their own countries, but only as
sojourners; they bear their share in all things as citizens, and they endure all hardships as strangers. Every foreign
country is a fatherland to them, and every fatherland is foreign...They find themselves in the flesh, and yet they live
not after the flesh. Their existence is on earth, but their citizenship is in heaven. They obey the established laws, and
they surpass the laws in their own lives. They love all men, and they are persecuted by all. They are ignored, and yet
they are condemned. They are put to death, and yet they are endued with life. Letter to Diognetus (A.D. 125-200) ch.5

In a word, what the soul is in a body, this the Christians are in the world. The soul is spread through all the members
of the body, and Christians through the divers cities of the world. The soul has its abode in the body, and yet it is not
of the body. So Christians have their abode in the world, and yet they are not of the world. The soul which is invisible
is guarded in the body which is visible: so Christians are recognized as being in the world, and yet their religion
remains invisible. The flesh hates the soul and wages war with it, though it receives no wrong, because it is forbidden
to indulge in pleasures; so the world hates Christians, though it receives no wrong from them, because they set
themselves against its pleasures. The soul loves the flesh which hates it, and the members: so Christians love those
that hate them. The soul is enclosed in the body, and yet itself holds the body together; so Christians are kept in the
world as in a prison-house, and yet they themselves hold the world together. The soul though itself immortal dwells in
a mortal tabernacle; so Christians sojourn amidst perishable things, while they look for the imperishability which is in
the heavens. The soul when poorly treated in the matter of food and drinks is improved; and so Christians when
punished increase more and more daily. Letter to Diognetus (A.D. 125-200) ch.6

But the Christians, O King, while they went about and made search, have found the truth; and as we learned from

their writings, they have come nearer to truth and genuine knowledge than the rest of the nations.... Wherefore they

do not commit adultery nor fornication, nor bear false witness, nor embezzle what is held in pledge, nor covet what is

not theirs. They honor father and mother, and show kindness to those near to them; and whenever they are judges,

they judge uprightly. They do not worship idols (made) in the image of man; and whatsoever they would not that
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others should do unto them, they do not to others; and of the food which is consecrated to idols they do not eat, for
they are pure. And their oppressors they appease (lit: comfort) and make them their friends; they do good to their
enemies; and their women, O King, are pure as virgins, and their daughters are modest; and their men keep
themselves from every unlawful union and from all uncleanness, in the hope of a recompense to come in the other
world. Further, if one or other of them have bondmen and bondwomen or children, through love towards them they
persuade them to become Christians, and when they have done so, they call them brethren without distinction. They
do not worship strange gods, and they go their way in all modesty and cheerfulness. Falsehood is not found among
them; and they love one another, and from widows they do not turn away their esteem; and they deliver the orphan
from him who treats him harshly. And he, who has, gives to him who has not, without boasting. And when they see a
stranger, they take him in to their homes and rejoice over him as a very brother; for they do not call them brethren
after the flesh, but brethren after the spirit and in God. And whenever one of their poor passes from the world, each
one of them according to his ability gives heed to him and carefully sees to his burial. And if they hear that one of
their number is imprisoned or afflicted on account of the name of their Messiah, all of them anxiously minister to his
necessity, and if it is possible to redeem him they set him free. And if there is among them any that is poor and needy,
and if they have no spare food, they fast two or three days in order to supply to the needy their lack of food. They
observe the precepts of their Messiah with much care, living justly and soberly as the Lord their God commanded
them. Aristides (2nd century) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.9 pg.276

Yet, banded together as we are, ever so ready to sacrifice our lives, what single case of revenge for injury are you able
to point to, though, if it were held right among us to repay evil by evil, a single night with a torch or two could
achieve an ample vengeance? ... If we desired, indeed, to act the part of open enemies, not merely of secret avengers,
would there be any lacking in strength, whether of numbers or resources? The Moors, the Marcomanni, the Parthians
themselves, or any single people, however great, inhabiting a distinct territory, and confined within its own
boundaries, surpasses, forsooth, in numbers, one spread over all the world! We are but of yesterday, and we have
filled every place among you - cities, islands, fortresses, towns, market-places, the very camp, tribes, companies,
palace, senate, forum, - we have left nothing to you but the temples of your gods... For now it is the immense number
of Christians which makes your enemies so few, almost all the inhabitants of your various cities being followers of
Christ. Yet you choose to call us enemies of the human race, rather than of human error. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 45

[Pagan antagonist]: All men must be indignant, all men must feel pain, that certain persons — and these unskilled in
learning, strangers to literature, without knowledge even of sordid arts — should dare to teach with any certainty about
nature at large and the divine majesty. ... Is it not a thing to be lamented, that men ... of a reprobate, unlawful, and
desperate faction should rage against the gods? These persons have gathered together from the lowest dregs the more
unskilled men, along with women — credulous and by the facility of their sex, yielding — thereby establishing a herd of
profane conspiracy. This is linked together by nightly meetings, solemn fasts, and inhuman meats. ... They despise
the temples as dead houses. They reject the gods. They laugh at sacred things. Wretched, they pity the priests — if they
are allowed. Half naked themselves, they despise honors and purple robes. Oh, unbelievable folly and incredible
audacity! They scorn present torments, although they fear those that are uncertain and future. While they fear to die
after death, they do not fear to die for the present. ... Look! A portion of you — and, as you declare, the larger and
better portion — are in want, are cold, laboring in hard work and hunger. Yet, your God allows it. ... So He either is
not willing or not able to assist His people. ... You do not visit exhibitions. You have no interest in public displays.
You reject the public banquets and abhor the sacred contests. You refuse the meats previously tasted by (and the
drinks made an offering upon) the altars. ... You do not wreath your heads with flowers. You do not grace your
bodies with perfume. You reserve ointments for funeral rites. You even refuse garlands for your sepulchers. [Christian
reply]: We do not, at once, stand on the level of the lowest of the people, simply because we refuse your honors and
purple robes. ... We do not distinguish our people by some small bodily mark (as you suppose) but easily enough by
the sign of innocency and modesty. Thus we love one another (to your regret) with a mutual love, because we do not
know how to hate. For that reason, we call one another (to your envy) brothers, as being men born of one God. ...
You [pagans] forbid, and yet commit, adulteries. We are born men only for our own wives. You punish crimes when
committed. With us, even to think of crimes is to sin. ... From your numbers the prison boils over. But there is no
Christian there, unless he is accused on account of his religion, or else is an apostate. Mark Minucius Felix (A.D. 200)
vol. 4 pg. 175-195

52



I1. Meaning of the name “Christian”

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
There is none other commandment greater than these. Mark 12:30-31

And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow
me. Luke 9:23

It is therefore meet that we not only be called Christians, but also be such. Ignatius: to the Magnesians (A.D. 35-105)
ch.4

Only pray that I may have power within and without, so that I may not only say it but also desire it; that | may not
only be called a Christian, but also be found one. For if I shall be found so, then can | also be called one, and be
faithful then, when I am no more visible to the world. Ignatius: to the Romans (A.D. 35-105) ch.3

And those among yourselves who are accused you do not punish before they are convicted; but in our case you
receive the name as proof against us, and this although, so far as the name goes, you ought rather to punish our
accusers. For we are accused of being Christians, and to hate what is excellent is unjust. Again, if any of the accused
deny the name, and say that he is not a Christian, you acquit him, as having no evidence against him as a wrong-doer;
but if any one acknowledge that he is a Christian, you punish him on account of this acknowledgment. Justin Martyr
(A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.164

And let those who are not found living as He taught, be understood to be no Christians, even though they profess with
the lip the precepts of Christ; for not those who make profession, but those who do the works, shall be saved,
according to His word: "Not every one who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven. Justin
Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.168

In the first place [we furnish proof], because, though we say things similar to what the Greeks say, we only are hated
on account of the name of Christ, and though we do no wrong, are put to death as sinners. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160)
Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.171

The fact that there are such men confessing themselves to be Christians, and admitting the crucified Jesus to be both
Lord and Christ, yet not teaching His doctrines, but those of the spirits of error, causes us who are disciples of the true
and pure doctrine of Jesus Christ, to be more faithful and steadfast in the hope announced by Him. Justin Martyr
(A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.212

Yet they style themselves Christians, just as certain among the Gentiles inscribe the name of God upon the works of
their own hands, and partake in nefarious and impious rites.) Some are called Marcians, and some Valentinians, and
some Basilidians, and some Saturnilians, and others by other names; each called after the originator of the individual
opinion, just as each one of those who consider themselves philosophers, as | said before, thinks he must bear the
name of the philosophy which he follows, from the name of the father of the particular doctrine. Justin Martyr (A.D.
160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.212

Moreover, | pointed out to you that some who are called Christians, but are godless, impious heretics, teach doctrines
that are in every way blasphemous, atheistical, and foolish. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1
pg.239

I11. True accusations of Christians

And when you hear that we look for a kingdom, you suppose, without making any inquiry, that we speak of a human
kingdom; whereas we speak of that which is with God, as appears also from the confession of their faith made by
those who are charged with being Christians, though they know that death is the punishment awarded to him who so
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confesses. For if we looked for a human kingdom, we should also deny our Christ, that we might not be slain; and we
should strive to escape detection, that we might obtain what we expect. But since our thoughts are not fixed on the
present, we are not concerned when men cut us off; since also death is a debt which must at all events be paid. Justin
Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.166

For they proclaim our madness to consist in this, that we give to a crucified man a place second to the unchangeable
and eternal God, the Creator of all; for they do not discern the mystery that is herein, to which, as we make it plain to
you, we pray you to give heed. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.166

In the first place [we furnish proof], because, though we say things similar to what the Greeks say, we only are hated
on account of the name of Christ, and though we do no wrong, are put to death as sinners. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160)
Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.171

And Socrates, who was more zealous in this direction than all of them, was accused of the very same crimes as
ourselves. For they said that he was introducing new divinities, and did not consider those to be gods whom the state
recognized. But he cast out from the state both Homer and the rest of the poets, and taught men to reject the wicked
demons and those who did the things which the poets related; and he exhorted them to become acquainted with the
God who was to them unknown. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.191

V. False accusations of Christians

And when Socrates endeavored, by true reason and examination, to bring these things to light, and deliver men from
the demons, then the demons themselves, by means of men who rejoiced in iniquity, compassed his death, as an
atheist and a profane person, on the charge that "he was introducing new divinities;" and in our case they [make
similar accusations].Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.164

Hence are we called atheists. And we confess that we are atheists, so far as gods of this sort are concerned, but not
with respect to the most true God, the Father of righteousness and temperance and the other virtues, who is free from
all impurity. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.164

Why do you hate those who follow the word of God, as if they were the vilest of mankind? It is not we who eat
human flesh - they among you who assert such a thing have been suborned as false witnesses. Tatian (A.D.160) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.76

Godless lips falsely accuse us, who are worshippers of God, and are called Christians, alleging that the wives of us all
are held in common and made promiscuous use of; and that we even commit incest with our own sisters, and, what is
most impious and barbarous of all, that we eat human flesh. Theophilus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.112

Three things are alleged against us: atheism, Thyestean feasts, Oedipodean intercourse. But if these charges are true,
spare no class: proceed at once against our crimes; destroy us root and branch, with our wives and children, if any
Christian is found to live like the brutes. Athenagorus (A.D. 137) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.130

But they have further also made up stories against us of impious feasts and forbidden intercourse between the sexes.
Athenagorus (A.D. 137) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.145

Monsters of wickedness, we are accused of observing a holy rite in which we Kkill a little child and then eat it; in
which, after the feast, we practice incest, the dogs - our pimps, forsooth, overturning the lights and getting us the
shamelessness of darkness for our impious lusts. This is what is constantly laid to our charge, and yet you take no
pains to elicit the truth of what we have been so long accused. Either bring, then, the matter to the light of day if you
believe it, or give it no credit as having never inquired into it. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.23

They think the Christians the cause of every public disaster, of every affliction with which the people are visited. If
the Tiber rises as high as the city walls, if the Nile does not send its waters up over the fields, if the heavens give no
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rain, if there is an earthquake, if there is famine or pestilence, straightway the cry is, "Away with the Christians to the
lion!" Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.47

And now, as wickeder things advance more fruitfully, and abandoned manners creep on day by day, those abominable
shrines of an impious assembly are maturing themselves throughout the whole world. Assuredly this confederacy
ought to be rooted out and execrated. They know one another by secret marks and insignia, and they love one another
almost before they know one another. Everywhere also there is mingled among them a certain religion of lust, and
they call one another promiscuously brothers and sisters, that even a not unusual debauchery may by the intervention
of that sacred name become incestuous...l hear that they adore the head of an ass...Some say that they worship the
virilia of their pontiff and priest, and adore the nature, as it were, of their common parent. | know not whether these
things are false; certainly suspicion is applicable to secret and nocturnal rites. Minucius Felix (A.D. 200) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.4 pg. 177

Now the story about the initiation of young novices is as much to be detested as it is well known. An infant covered
over with meal, that it may deceive the unwary, is placed before him who is to be stained with their rites: this infant is
slain by the young pupil, who has been urged on as if to harmless blows on the surface of the meal, with dark and
secret wounds. Thirstily - O horror! - they lick up its blood; eagerly they divide its limbs. Minucius Felix (A.D. 200)
Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg. 177-178

On a solemn day they assemble at the feast, with all their children, sisters, mothers, people of every sex and of every
age. There, after much feasting, when the fellowship has grown warm, and the fervor of incestuous lust has grown hot
with drunkenness, a dog that has been tied to the chandelier is provoked, by throwing a small piece of offal beyond
the length of a line by which he is bound, to rush and spring; and thus the conscious light being overturned and
extinguished in the shameless darkness, the connections of abominable lust involve them in the uncertainty of fate.
Minucius Felix (A.D. 200) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg. 178

SEE ALSO: PERSECUTION, MARTYRDOM
CHRONOLOGY

For in as many days as this world was made, in so many thousand years shall it be concluded. And for this reason the
Scripture says: "Thus the heaven and the earth were finished, and all their adornment. And God brought to a
conclusion upon the sixth day the works that He had made; and God rested upon the seventh day from all His works."
This is an account of the things formerly created, as also it is a prophecy of what is to come. For the day of the Lord is
as a thousand years; and in six days created things were completed: it is evident, therefore, that they will come to an
end at the sixth thousand year. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.557

So that even from these writings Moses and his followers are proved to be 900 or even 100 years prior to the Trojan
war...Then concerning the building of the temple in Judaea, which Solomon the king built 566 years after the exodus
of the Jews from Egypt, there is among the Tyrians a record how the temple was built; and in their archives writings
have been preserved, in which the temple is proved to have existed 143 years 8 months before the Tyrians founded
Carthage. Theophilus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.117

During Noah's life, in his 600th year, the flood came. The total number of years, therefore, till the flood, was 2242.
Theophilus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.118

From the creation of the world to the deluge were 2242 years. And from the deluge to the time when Abraham our
forefather begat a son, 1036 years...All the years from the creation of the world amount to a total of 5698 years, and
the odd months and days...And perhaps our knowledge of the whole number of the years is not quite accurate,
because the odd months and days are not set down in the sacred books. Theophilus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.2 pg.120-121

Besides, Eupolemus, in a similar work, says that all the years from Adam to the fifth year of Ptolemy Demetrius, who
reigned twelve years in Egypt, when added, amount to five thousand a hundred and forty-nine; and from the time that
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Moses brought out the Jews from Egypt to the above-mentioned date, there are, in all, two thousand five hundred and
eighty years. And from this time till the consulship in Rome of Caius Domitian and Casian, a hundred and twenty
years are computed. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.332

From Adam to the death of Commodus, five thousand seven hundred and eighty-four years, two months, twelve days.
Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.333

The whole Jewish nation was overthrown within one single generation after Jesus had undergone these sufferings at
their hands. For forty and two years, | think, after the date of the crucifixion of Jesus, did the destruction of Jerusalem
take place. Now it has never been recorded, since the Jewish nation began to exist, that they have been expelled for so
long a period from their venerable temple-worship and service, and enslaved by more powerful nations. Origen (A.D.
248) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg. 506

For the first appearance of our Lord in the flesh took place in Bethlehem, under Augustus, in the year 5500; and He
suffered in the thirty-third year. And 6,000 years must needs be accomplished, in order that the Sabbath may come,
the rest, the holy day "on which God rested from all His works." For the Sabbath is the type and emblem of the future
kingdom of the saints, when they "shall reign with Christ,” when He comes from heaven, as John says in his
Apocalypse: for "a day with the Lord is as a thousand years." Since, then, in six days God made all things, it follows
that 6,000 years must be fulfilled. And they are not yet fulfilled, as John says: "five are fallen; one is,” that is, the
sixth; "the other is not yet come." In mentioning the "other," moreover, he specifies the seventh, in which there is rest.
Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg.

It is an ancient adversary and an old enemy with whom we wage our battle: six thousand years are now nearly
completed since the devil first attacked man. All kinds of temptation, and arts, and snares for his overthrow, he has
learned by the very practice of long years. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 496

At the seventh thousand years, when God shall have completed the world, He shall rejoice in us. Methodius (A.D.
311) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.6 pg. 344

For when a thousand years are reckoned as one day in the sight of God, and from the creation of the world to His rest
is six days, so also to our time, six days are defined, as those say who are clever arithmeticians. Therefore, they say
that an age of six thousand years extends from Adam to our time. For they say that the judgment will come on the
seventh day, that is in the seventh thousand years. Methodius (A.D. 311) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.6 pg. 381

SEE ALSO: LAST DAYS
CHURCH AND STATE

Pray for all the saints. Pray also for kings and powers and princes and for them that persecute and hate you and for the
enemies of the cross, that your fruit may be manifest among all men, that you may be perfect in Him. Polycarp (A.D.
69-156) ch.12

The proconsul replied, "Persuade the people.” But Polycarp said, "To you | have thought it right to offer an account
[of my faith]; for we are taught to give all due honor (which entails no injury upon ourselves) to the powers and
authorities which are ordained of God. But as for these, | do not deem them worthy of receiving any account from
me." Martyrdom of Polycarp (A.D. 156) ch. 10

They dwell in their own countries, but only as sojourners; they bear their share in all things as citizens, and they
endure all hardships as strangers. Every foreign country is a fatherland to them, and every fatherland is foreign. Letter
to Diognetus (A.D. 125-200) ch.5

And everywhere we, more readily than all men, endeavor to pay to those appointed by you the taxes both ordinary and
extraordinary, as we have been taught by Him; for at that time some came to Him and asked Him, if one ought to pay
tribute to Caesar; and He answered, "Tell Me, whose image does the coin bear?" And they said, "Caesar's." And again
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He answered them, "Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."
Whence to God alone we render worship, but in other things we gladly serve you, acknowledging you as kings and
rulers of men, and praying that with your kingly power you be found to possess also sound judgment. Justin Martyr
(A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.168

Nay, even in terms, and most clearly, the Scripture says, "Pray for kings, and rulers, and powers, that all may be
peace with you." For when there is disturbance in the empire, if the commaotion is felt by its other members, surely we
too, though we are not thought to be given to disorder, are to be found in some place or other which the calamity
affects. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.43

Yet, banded together as we are, ever so ready to sacrifice our lives, what single case of revenge for injury are you able
to point to, though, if it were held right among us to repay evil by evil, a single night with a torch or two could
achieve an ample vengeance? ... For now it is the immense number of Christians which makes your enemies so few,
almost all the inhabitants of your various cities being followers of Christ. Yet you choose to call us enemies of the
human race, rather than of human error. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.45

Therefore, too, the Lord demanded that the money should be shown Him, and inquired about the image, whose it was;
and when He had heard it was Caesar's, said, "Render to Caesar what are Caesar's, and what are God's to God;" that is,
the image of Caesar, which is on the coin, to Caesar, and the image of God, which is on man, to God; so as to render
to Caesar indeed money, to God yourself. Otherwise, what will be God's, if all things are Caesar's? Tertullian (A.D.
198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.70

"l exhort, therefore, that first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;
for kings, and for all that are in authority;" and the more any one excels in piety, the more effective help does he
render to kings, even more than is given by soldiers, who go forth to fight and slay as many of the enemy as they can.
And to those enemies of our faith who require us to bear arms for the commonwealth, and to slay men, we can reply:
"Do not those who are priests at certain shrines, and those who attend on certain gods, as you account them, keep their
hands free from blood, that they may with hands unstained and free from human blood offer the appointed sacrifices
to your gods; and even when war is upon you, you never enlist the priests in the army. If that, then, is a laudable
custom, how much more so, that while others are engaged in battle, these too should engage as the priests and
ministers of God, keeping their hands pure, and wrestling in prayers to God on behalf of those who are fighting in a
righteous cause, and for the king who reigns righteously, that whatever is opposed to those who act righteously may
be destroyed!" And as we by our prayers vanquish all demons who stir up war, and lead to the violation of oaths, and
disturb the peace, we in this way are much more helpful to the kings than those who go into the field to fight for them.
And we do take our part in public affairs, when along with righteous prayers we join self-denying exercises and
meditations, which teach us to despise pleasures, and not to be led away by them. And none fight better for the king
than we do. We do not indeed fight under him, although he require it; but we fight on his behalf, forming a special
army--an army of piety--by offering our prayers to God. Origen (A.D. 248) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.4 pg.668

SEE ALSO: PATRIOTISM, TAXES, WAR, LOVE OF ENEMIES
CHURCH, THE
I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Matthew 16:18

Wherefore, brethren, if we do the will of God our Father, we shall be of the first Church, which is spiritual, which was
created before the sun and moon; but if we do not the will of the Lord, we shall be of the scripture that said, My house
was made a den of robbers. So therefore let us choose rather to be of the Church of life, that we may be saved. And |
do not suppose you are ignorant that the living Church is the body of Christ: for the scripture said, God made man,
male and female. The male is Christ and the female is the Church. And the Books and the Apostles plainly declare
that the Church exists not now for the first time, but has been from the beginning: for she was spiritual, as our Jesus
also was spiritual, but was manifested in the last days that He might save us. Now the Church, being spiritual, was
manifested in the flesh of Christ, thereby showing us that, if any of us guard her in the flesh and defile her not, he
shall receive her again in the Holy Spirit. Second Clement (A.D. 100) ch. 14
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In like manner let all men respect the deacons as Jesus Christ, even as they should respect the bishop as being a type
of the Father and the presbyters as the council of God and as the college of Apostles. Apart from these there is not
even the name of a church. Ignatius: to the Trallians (A.D. 35-105) ch.3

Let no man do aught of things pertaining to the Church apart from the bishop. Let that be held a valid Eucharist which
is under the bishop or one to whom he shall have committed it. Wheresoever the bishop shall appear, there let the
people be; even as where Jesus may be, there is the universal Church. Ignatius: to the Smyrnaeans (A.D. 35-105) ch. 8

"Who then is she?" | say. "The Church,"” said he. | said unto him, "Wherefore then is she aged?" "Because," said he,
"she was created before all things; therefore is she aged; and for her sake the world was framed." Hermas (A.D. 150)
ch. 12

For it was not lawful for Jacob to marry two sisters at once. And he serves Laban for [one of] the daughters; and being
deceived in [the obtaining of] the younger, he again served seven years. Now Leah is your people and synagogue; but
Rachel is our Church. And for these, and for the servants in both, Christ even now serves...Jacob served Laban for
speckled and many-spotted sheep; and Christ served, even to the slavery of the cross, for the various and many-
formed races of mankind, acquiring them by the blood and mystery of the cross. Leah was weak-eyed; for the eyes of
your souls are excessively weak. Rachel stole the gods of Laban, and has hid them to this day; and we have lost our
paternal and material gods. Jacob was hated for all time by his brother; and we now, and our Lord Himself, are hated
by you and by all men, though we are brothers by nature. Jacob was called Israel; and Israel has been demonstrated to
be the Christ, who is, and is called, Jesus. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.267

For, although the languages of the world are dissimilar, yet the import of the tradition is one and the same. For the
Churches which have been planted in Germany do not believe or hand down anything different, nor do those in Spain,
nor those in Gaul, nor those in the East, nor those in Egypt, nor those in Libya, nor those which have been established
in the central regions of the world. But as the sun, that creature of God, is one and the same throughout the whole
world, so also the preaching of the truth shines everywhere, and enlightens all men that are willing to come to a
knowledge of the truth. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 331

For as a serpent cannot mark its track upon a rock, so the devil could not find sin in the body of Christ. For the Lord
says, "Behold, the prince of this world comes, and will find nothing in me." For as a ship, sailing in the sea, leaves no
traces of her way behind her, so neither does the Church, which is situate in the world as in a sea, leave her hope upon
the earth, because she has her life reserved in heaven; and as she holds her way here only for a short time, it is not
possible to trace out her course. Hippolytus (A.D. 225) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 174

There is one God, and Christ is one, and there is one Church, and one chair founded upon the rock by the word of the
Lord. Another altar cannot be constituted nor a new priesthood be made, except the one altar and the one priesthood.
Whosoever gathers elsewhere, scatters. Whatsoever is appointed by human madness, so that the divine disposition is
violated, is adulterous, is impious, is sacrilegious. Depart far from the contagion of men of this kind. And flee from
their words, avoiding them as a cancer and a plague, as the Lord warns you and says, “They are blind leaders of the
blind. But if the blind lead the blind, they shall both fall into the ditch.” Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5
pg. 318

Moreover, Peter himself, showing and vindicating the unity, has commanded and warned us that we cannot be saved,
except by the one only baptism of one Church. “In the ark,” says he, “of Noah, few, that is, eight souls, were saved by
water, as also baptism shall in like manner save you.” In how short and spiritual a summary has he set forth the
sacrament of unity! For as, in that baptism of the world in which its ancient iniquity was purged away, he who was not
in the ark of Noah could not be saved by water, so neither can he appear to be saved by baptism who has not been
baptized in the Church which is established in the unity of the Lord according to the sacrament of the one ark.
Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg. 389
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CLOTHING

The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all
that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God. Deuteronomy 22:5

Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 1 Peter 3:3-4

In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with
broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array. 1 Timothy 2:9

| say, then, that man requires clothes for nothing else than the covering of the body, for defense against excess of cold
and intensity of heat, lest the inclemency of the air injure us. And if this is the object of clothing, see that one kind be
not assigned to men and another to women. For it is common to both to be covered, as it is to eat and drink. Clement
of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.264

In short, I find no dress cursed by God, except a woman's dress on a man: for "cursed,” said He, "is every man who
clothes himself in woman's attire.” Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 71

Then, too, as in His law it is declared that the man is cursed who attires himself in female garments, what must be His
judgment of the pantomime, who is even brought up to play the woman! Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers
vol.3 pg.89

Nay, there is more than this: for even Christ, we shall find, has ordinary raiment; Paul, too, has his cloak. Tertullian
(A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 97-98

But if any necessity arises, commanding the presence of married women, let them be well clothed--without by
raiment, within by modesty. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.252

For these superfluous and diaphanous materials are the proof of a weak mind, covering as they do the shame of the
body with a slender veil. For luxurious clothing, which cannot conceal the shape of the body, is ho more a covering.
For such clothing, falling close to the body, takes its form more easily, and adhering as it were to the flesh, receives its
shape, and marks out the woman's figure, so that the whole make of the body is visible to spectators, though not
seeing the body itself. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.265

Let the woman observe this, further. Let her be entirely covered, unless she happen to be at home. For that style of
dress is grave, and protects from being gazed at. And she will never fall, who puts before her eyes modesty, and her
shawl; nor will she invite another to fall into sin by uncovering her face. For this is the wish of the Word, since it is
becoming for her to pray veiled. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.290

Touching modesty of dress and ornamentation, indeed, the prescription of Peter likewise is plain, checking as he does
with the same mouth, because with the same Spirit, as Paul, the glory of garments, and the pride of gold, and the
meretricious elaboration of the hair. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 687

You call yourself wealthy and rich; but Paul meets your riches, and with his own voice prescribes for the moderating
of your dress and ornament within a just limit. “Let women,” said he, “adorn themselves with shamefacedness and
sobriety, not with broidered hair, nor gold, nor pearls, nor costly array, but as becomes women professing chastity,
with a good conversation.” Also Peter consents to these same precepts, and says, “Let there be in the woman not the
outward adorning of array, or gold, or apparel, but the adorning of the heart.” ...and draw the sighs of young men
after you, nourish the lust of concupiscence, and inflame the fuel of sighs, so that, although you yourself perish not,
yet you cause others to perish, and offer yourself, as it were, a sword or poison to the spectators; you cannot be
excused on the pretense that you are chaste and modest in mind. Your shameful dress and immodest ornament accuse

59



you; nor can you be counted now among Christ’s maidens and virgins, since you live in such a manner as to make
yourselves objects of desire. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg.432

SEE ALSO: MODESTY, WOMEN
COMMANDMENTS, KEEPING
If ye love me, keep my commandments. John 14:15

Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the
apostles whom he had chosen. Acts 1:2

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you. Matthew 28:20

You never grudged any act of kindness, being “ready to every good work.” Adorned by a thoroughly virtuous and
religious life, you did all things in the fear of God. The commandments and ordinances of the Lord were written upon
the tablets of your hearts. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch. 2

For this reason righteousness and peace are now far departed from you, inasmuch as every one abandons the fear of
God, and is become blind in His faith, neither walks in the laws of His commandments. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96)
ch.3

Let him that has love in Christ fulfill the commandments of Christ. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch. 49

Blessed are we, dearly beloved, if we should be doing the commandments of God in concord of love, to the end that
our sins may through love be forgiven us. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch. 50

And we ought not rather to fear men but God. For this cause, if you do these things, the Lord said, Though you be
gathered together with Me in My bosom, and do not My commandments, | will cast you away and will say unto you,
Depart from Me, | know you not whence you are, you workers of iniquity. Second Clement (A.D. 100) ch.4

"Sir, these commandments are great and beautiful and glorious, and are able to gladden the heart of the man who is
able to observe them. But | know not whether these commandments can be kept by a man, for they are very hard." He
answered and said unto me; "If you set it before yourself that they can be kept, you will easily keep them, and they
will not be hard; but if it once enter into your heart that they cannot be kept by a man, you will not keep them. But
now | say unto you; if you keep them not, but neglect them you shall not have salvation, neither your children nor
your household, since you have already pronounced judgment against yourself that these commandments cannot be
kept by a man." Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.29

”If then," [he said,] "man is lord of all the creatures of God and masters all things, cannot he also master these
commandments?" "Aye" said he, "The man that has the Lord in his heart can master [all things and] all these
commandments. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg. 29

"Man, Sir," | say, "is eager to keep the commandments of God, and there is no one that asks not of the Lord that he
may be strengthened in His commandments, and be subject to them; but the devil is hard and overmasters them.” "He
cannot,” said he, "overmaster the servants of God, who set their hope on Him with their whole heart. The devil can
wrestle with them, but he cannot overthrow them. If then you resist him, he will be vanquished and will flee from you
disgraced.” Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg. 29

"And | hope, Sir, that | am now able to keep these commandments which you have commanded, the Lord enabling
me." "You shall keep them," said he, "if your heart be found pure with the Lord; yea, and all shall keep them, as many
as shall purify their hearts from the vain desires of this world, and shall live unto God." Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-
Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg. 30
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The teaching of the Lord, with whom not only is the adulterer rejected, but also the man who desires to commit
adultery; and not only is the actual murderer held guilty of having killed another to his own damnation, but the man
also who is angry with his brother without a cause: who commanded [His disciples] not only not to hate men, but also
to love their enemies; and commanded them not only not to swear falsely, but not even to swear at all; and not only
not to speak evil of their neighbors, but not even to style any one "Raca" and "fool;" [declaring] that otherwise they
were in danger of hell-fire; and not only not to strike, but even, when themselves struck, to present the other cheek [to
those that maltreated them]; and not only not to refuse to give up the property of others, but even if their own were
taken away, not to demand it back again from those that took it; and not only not to injure their neighbors, nor to do
them any evil, but also, when themselves wickedly dealt with, to be long-suffering, and to show kindness towards
those [that injured them], and to pray for them, that by means of repentance they might be saved. Irenaeus (A.D. 180)
Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 408

As in the law, therefore, and in the Gospel [likewise], the first and greatest commandment is, to love the Lord God
with the whole heart, and then there follows a commandment like to it, to love one's neighbor as one's self; the author
of the law and the Gospel is shown to be one and the same. For the precepts of an absolutely perfect life, since they
are the same in each Testament, have pointed out [to us] the same God, who certainly has promulgated particular laws
adapted for each; but the more prominent and the greatest [commandments], without which salvation cannot [be
attained], He has exhorted [us to observe] the same in both. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg. 476

"Why call you me Lord, Lord," He says, "and do not the things which | say?" For "the people that love with their lips,
but have their heart far away from the Lord," is another people, and trust in another, and have willingly sold
themselves to another; but those who perform the commandments of the Lord, in every action "testify,” by doing what
He wishes, and consistently naming the Lord's name; and "testifying" by deed to Him in whom they trust, that they
are those "who have crucified the flesh, with the affections and lusts.” "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit." Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.417

"The kingdom of God," He says, "comes not with observation; neither do they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold,
the kingdom of God is within you." Now, who will not interpret the words "within you" to mean in your hand, within
your power, if you hear, and do the commandment of God? Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg. 409

But how can we possess immortality, unless we keep those commands of Christ whereby death is driven out and
overcome, when He Himself warns us, and says, “If you will enter into life, keep the commandments”? And again: “If
you do the things that I command you, henceforth | call you not servants, but friends.” Finally, these persons He calls
strong and steadfast; these He declares to be founded in robust security upon the rock, established with immovable
and unshaken firmness, in opposition to all the tempests and hurricanes of the world. “Whosoever,” says He, “hears
my words, and does them, | will liken him unto a wise man, that built his house upon a rock: the rain descended, the
floods came, the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.” We ought
therefore to stand fast on His words, to learn and do whatever He both taught and did. But how can a man say that he
believes in Christ, who does not do what Christ commanded him to do? Or whence shall he attain to the reward of
faith, who will not keep the faith of the commandment? He must of necessity waver and wander, and, caught away by
a spirit of error, like dust which is shaken by the wind, be blown about; and he will make no advance in his walk
towards salvation, because he does not keep the truth of the way of salvation. Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene
Fathers vol.5 pg. 421

SEE ALSO: REPENTANCE, SALVATION
COMMUNITY, CHRISTIAN

All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to
anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:44-46
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All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared
everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
much grace was upon them all. There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned
lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles feet, and it was distributed to
anyone as he had need.Acts4:32-35

You shall communicate in all things with your neighbor; you shall not call things your own; for if you are partakers in
common of things which are incorruptible, how much more [should you be] of those things which are corruptible!
Barnabas (A.D. 70-130) ch.19

Do not turn away from him who is in want; rather, share all things with your brother, and do not say that they are your
own. For if you are partakers in that which is immortal, how much more in things which are mortal? Didache (A.D.
80-140) ch.4

Toil together one with another, struggle together, run together, suffer together, lie down together, rise up together, as
God's stewards and assessors and ministers. Ignatius: to Polycarp (A.D. 35-105) ch.6

They have their meals in common, but not their wives. Letter to Diognetus (A.D. 125-200) ch.5

But whosoever takes upon himself the burden of his neighbor, whosoever desires to benefit one that is worse off in
that in which he himself is superior, whosoever by supplying to those that are in want possessions which he received
from God becomes a God to those who receive them from him, he is an imitator of God. Letter to Diognetus (A.D.
125-200) ch. 10

Have regard one to another, and assist one another, and do not partake of the creatures of God alone in abundance, but
share them also with those that are in want. For some men through their much eating bring weakness on the flesh, and
injure their flesh: whereas the flesh of those who have naught to eat is injured by their not having sufficient
nourishment, and their body is ruined. This exclusiveness therefore is hurtful to you that have and do not share with
them that are in want. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg. 16

The rich man has much wealth, but in the things of the Lord he is poor, being distracted about his riches, and his
confession and intercession with the Lord is very scanty; and even that which he gives is small and weak and has not
power above... The rich man then supplies all things to the poor man without wavering. But the poor man being
supplied by the rich makes intercession for him, thanking God for him that gave to him. And the other is still more
zealous to assist the poor man, that he may be continuous in his life: for he knows that the intercession of the poor
man is acceptable and rich before God. And this work great and acceptable with God, because (the rich man) has
understanding concerning his riches, and works for the poor man from the bounties of the Lord, and accomplishes the
ministration of the Lord rightly. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.32

We who valued above all things the acquisition of wealth and possessions, now bring what we have into a common
stock, and communicate to every one in need. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.167

And the wealthy among us help the needy; and we always keep together; and for all things wherewith we are
supplied. Justin Martyr (A.D. 160) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.1 pg.185

And if they hear that one of their number is imprisoned or afflicted on account of the name of their Messiah, all of
them anxiously minister to his necessity, and if it is possible to redeem him they set him free. And if there is among
them any that is poor and needy, and if they have no spare food, they fast two or three days in order to supply to the
needy their lack of food. They observe the precepts of their Messiah with much care, living justly and soberly as the
Lord their God commanded them. Aristides (2nd century) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.9 pg.277

And if we owe our lives to the brethren, and have made such a mutual compact with the Savior, why should we any
more hoard and shut up worldly goods, which are beggarly, foreign to us and transitory? Shall we shut up from each
other what after a little shall be the property of the fire? Divinely and weightily John says, "He that loves not his
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brother is a murderer,” the seed of Cain, a nursling of the devil. He has not God's compassion. He has no hope of
better things. He is sterile; he is barren; he is not a branch of the ever-living supercelestial vine. He is cut off; he waits
the perpetual fire. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.601

The family possessions, which generally destroy brotherhood among you, create fraternal bonds among us. One in
mind and soul, we do not hesitate to share our earthly goods with one another. All things are common among us but
our wives. Tertullian (A.D. 198) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.3 pg.46

SEE ALSO: OFFERINGS, MATERIALISM
CONFESSION OF SIN

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John
1:9

In the church you shall acknowledge your transgressions, and you shall not come near for your prayer with an evil
conscience. This is the way of life. Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch.4

For it is good for a man to make confession of his trespasses rather than to harden his heart, as the heart of those was
hardened who made sedition against Moses the servant of God; whose condemnation was clearly manifest, for they
went down to hades alive, and death shall be their shepherd. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch. 50

But every Lord's day gather yourselves together, and break bread, and give thanksgiving after having confessed your
transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure. But let no one who is at odds with his fellow come together with you,
until they be reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be profaned. Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch.14

"Hermas, make an end of constantly entreating for your sins; entreat also for righteousness, that you may take some
part forthwith to your family." Hermas (A.D. 150) ch. 12

"Born again, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,”... consists in repenting by not giving way to the same fault.
For frequent repentance and readiness to change easily from want of training, is the practice of sin again. The frequent
asking of forgiveness, then, for those things in which we often transgress, is the semblance of repentance, not
repentance itself. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.361

Confession is the beginning of glory, not the full desert of the crown; nor does it perfect our praise, but it initiates our
dignity; and since it is written, “He that endures to the end, the same shall be saved,” whatever has been before the
end is a step by which we ascend to the summit of salvation, not a terminus wherein the full result of the ascent is
already gained. He is a confessor; but after confession his peril is greater, because the adversary is more provoked.
Cyprian (A.D. 250) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.5 pg.428
SEE ALSO: REPENTANCE, SALVATION

CONVERSATIONS

Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles. Prov. 21:23

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man
worketh not the righteousness of God. James 1:19-21

And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. James 3:6
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You shall not be double-minded nor double-tongued, for to be double-tongued is a snare of death. Your speech shall
not be false, nor empty, but fulfilled by deed. Didache (A.D. 80-140) ch.2

Let us clothe ourselves in concord, being lowly-minded and temperate, holding ourselves aloof from all backbiting
and evil speaking, being justified by works and not by words. For He said, He that said much shall hear also again.
Does the ready talker think to be righteous? Blessed is the offspring of woman that lives but a short time. Be not you
abundant in words. Clement of Rome (A.D. 96) ch.30

And in proportion as a man sees that his bishop is silent, let him fear him the more. Ignatius: to the Ephesians (A.D.
35-105) ch.6

It is better to keep silence and to be, than to talk and not to be. It is a fine thing to teach, if the speaker practice. Now
there is one teacher, who "spoke and it came to pass:" yea and even the things which He has done in silence are
worthy of the Father. He that truly possesses the word of Jesus is able also to hearken unto His silence, that he may be
perfect; that through his speech he may act and through his silence he may be known. Ignatius: to the Ephesians (A.D.
35-105) ch.15

But make these words known to all your children, and to your wife who shall be as your sister; for she too refrains not
from using her tongue. Hermas (A.D. 150) ch. 11

First of all, speak evil of no man, neither take pleasure in listening to a slanderer. Otherwise you that hear too shall be
responsible for the sin of him that speaks the evil, if you believe the slander, which you hear; for in believing it you
yourself also will have a grudge against your brother. So then shall you be responsible for the sin of him that speaks
the evil. Hermas (A.D. 150) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg. 20

For the saying, "It is not a good tree which produces corrupt fruit, nor a corrupt tree which produces good fruit," is to
be applied in this case. For speech is the fruit of the mind. If, then, jokers are to be ejected from our society, we
ourselves must by no manner of means be allowed to stir up laughter. For it were absurd to be found imitators of
things of which we are prohibited to be listeners; and still more absurd for a man to set about making himself a
laughing-stock, that is, but of insult and derision. Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 195) Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.2 pg.249

Pleasantry (an agreeable playfulness in conversation or good humor) is allowable, not waggery (mischievous humor).
Besides, even laughter must be kep